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Three farmers to start new terms
on ICGA board
Two farmers, Sarah Delbecq of Auburn, Ind., and Mike Flock
of Ramsey, Ind., have been re-elected to the Indiana Corn
Growers Association board, while a third farmer, Chris Cherry of
New Palestine, Ind., was appointed in 2021.
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Soybean, corn leaders talk state policy
during a bacon breakfast
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Members of the Indiana Corn Growers Association and the Indiana
Soybean Alliance Membership and Policy Committee talked
about potential new state policies during the annual Bacon Bar
and Brunch at the Indiana Statehouse in late January.
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ISA Chairman Douglas visits Colombia
for ag trade mission
A delegation from the Indiana Corn Marketing Council and
the Indiana Soybean Alliance completed a trade mission to
Colombia in January that spanned three cities in five days.
ISA Chairman Jim Douglas said trade with Colombia helps
Hoosier farmers.
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Catalyxx, Inc. was selected as one of the winners of the 2022
Research Grant Program through the Indiana Corn Marketing
Council. Based in Chesterfield, Mo., Catalyxx is a technology
company that produces renewable chemicals for biofuels.
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PRESIDENT’S REVIEW

Excited to get started as new
president of ICGA
Scott
Smith

ICGA is an active group with active members. Nationally
and internationally, we partner with groups such as the
Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC), the National Corn
President
Growers Association (NCGA) and the U.S. Grains Council
Indiana Corn Growers
(USGC). ICMC is Indiana’s corn checkoff program and a
Association
sponsor of many of our policy events. NCGA offers its
members opportunities like the National Corn Yield Contest
in addition to advocating for farmers’ right on federal issues
ello from Triple S Smith Farms in Windfall, Ind.,
in Washington, D.C. The USGC maintains offices in dozens
on a cold and windy February day. I am the newly
of countries around the world to help create new, foreign
elected president of the Indiana Corn Growers
markets for U.S.-grown corn and grains.
Association, and I have big shoes to fill. I have watched
In December, ICGA organized and hosted the Ag Policy
closely as Mike Beard led our organization for the past two
Forum and featured speakers who talked about the
years to increased membership and political clout at both
challenges of the U.S.
the federal and state policy
supply chain. In January,
areas. I’m glad that Mike is
ICGA hosted the Bacon
still going to be around to
Bar and Brunch legislative
continue to help us advocate
breakfast at the Indiana
for Hoosier corn farmers.
Statehouse. This breakfast
Although we have many
gave dozens of Indiana
issues to address, I’m excited
farmers the chance to
to get started. Before we
talk to lawmakers in state
talk about the politics that
government about policies
could affect Indiana farmers,
that would affect agriculture.
I thought I’d introduce myself
In addition, ICGA plans
to you.
Shop Talks and Coffee Shop
I am the third generation to
Talks which provide more
work our family farm which
ICGA’s leadership team for 2022 includes, from left, Treasurer
one-on-one discussions
is in parts of Tipton, Howard
Mike Flock, Secretary Sarah Delbecq, Vice President Chris Cherry
with legislators. These
and Madison counties. We’re and President Scott Smith.
events create influential
a diversified crop farm. We
opportunities – a chance to communicate what is important
grow corn for ethanol, seed soybeans for Beck’s Hybrids
to farmers to people who may have not even visited a farm.
and process tomatoes for Red Gold. I am a full-time farmer,
These opportunities require farmers who are willing to step
and I began farming in 1974. Prior to ICGA, I was a member
up and participate in the fact-finding, legislative process.
of the Indiana Vegetable Growers Association.
While I’m honored to lead ICGA for the next year, this
Generally speaking, I want to expand opportunities for
organization is only going to be successful as long as we
ethanol use because I believe Indiana corn growers will
have farmers willing to share their stories and advocate for
benefit. I want to protect farmers’ rights from government
agriculture. So that’s my first message as ICGA president:
regulations and overreach. I support policies that
Join us, find your voice and share it with those who
promote food safety, and I favor legal immigration to
hold political power. Let’s move the causes of Indiana
provide a sufficient workforce in agriculture. I also support
agriculture forward for many years to come.
educational programs.

H
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THE FUTURE IS OURS TO GROW

CHAIR’S REVIEW

Would you rather be the snowflake
or the snowplow?
Matthew
Chapman

opportunities in the renewable diesel business. This will be
a huge market for Indiana soybean farmers.
The recent adoption of new renewable diesel regulations
Chair
into the California fuel infrastructure system will compel
ISA Membership and
diesel consumers to make the leap to a completely
Policy Committee
renewable fuel supply by 2025.
The new rules in California require renewable diesel to
be made up of 80 percent vegetable oil, such as soybean,
ould you rather be the snowflake or the
canola, rapeseed, etc. As of now, only soybean producers
snowplow?
have the infrastructure in place to meet California’s needs.
I am a firm believer that farmers can shape
The remaining 20 percent of the renewable diesel will come
our own destiny in our industry. The snowflakes of this
from products such as yellow grease, used cooking oil or
world go wherever the wind blows them. I prefer to be the
bacon grease.
snowplow!
With this new regulation, California is on pace to consume
As it was for those who tilled the soil and raised the
half of current U.S. soybean crop to meet this demand for
livestock for decades before
renewable diesel. That will
us, it’s our job to lay the
move a tremendous pile of
groundwork for the next
soybeans.
generation of farmers to
The logistics of shipping
be successful. We cannot
renewable diesel through our
always choose the easy
pipeline system makes this an
path for them, but we can
economical and sustainable
help make that path straight
fuel of the future. More news
and narrow for them to find
like this will be coming within
the way.
the next year.
Some of you may be
I am proud to be the
thinking, “we have heard this
newly elected M&P
before,” or “we’re too small of
chair for 2022. My
a voting block to matter.” But
goal is to aggressively
Springport, Ind., farmer Matthew Chapman receives an honorary
just as we have seen with the
engage our leaders
gavel for his years of service leading the Indiana Soybean
truckers in Canada, recently, Alliance board from ISA CEO Courtney Kingery and new ISA Chair
in Washington, D.C.,
a small, unified voice can
and Indianapolis and to
Jim Douglas.
be loud enough to be heard
encourage our friends in
around the world.
agriculture to play offense and not defense. The time to
This is where the Indiana Soybean Alliance’s Membership
join our cause is now and become a dues-paying member
and Policy Committee (M&P) can stand unified to educate
of our policy team. But more than that, we need your
and lobby our leaders in state and federal government. As
leadership and courage to step up. Speak up.
farmers, we are willing and can feed the world if – and only
Stand up for our future and the God-given right as
if – we are able to use the technology and products of the
Americans to direct our own destiny.
future to feed the people in the future.
Every decision you make on a daily basis is a strategic
There are exciting times ahead. The work M&P has
decision, just like policy work. We just need to learn to play
done, some in tandem with that state’s soybean checkoff
bigger and better.
program, is already bringing results. In a recent trip to
Reach out to me for ways to get involved. Send an email
California, we toured a transload facility and reviewed new
to Mrchapma2004@yahoo.com

W
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You’re where the rubber meets the road.
And the engine. And the interior.
All soybean farmers, including you, are busy replacing petroleum
with your soy oil. How? By pooling your resources through your soy
checkoff. Learn how your soy checkoff is bringing tangible returns
back to you and your operation at unitedsoybean.org/hopper.

Moving Soy Forward.
Moving You Forward.
Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dollars.
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Demise of the filibuster rule would
be felt by farmers and rural America
BY BROOKE APPLETON
Vice President of Public Policy, National Corn Growers Association
When people ask what worries
me most about the political
divisions in Congress, I tell them
that one of my biggest concerns
is the Senate eliminating the
filibuster.
That’s not only because it would
do away with an important tool
that encourages bipartisanship,
but also because the demise of
this practice, which allows for
extended debate that prevents
legislation from advancing
without a 60-vote threshold,
could have serious ramifications
for farm policy.
While the filibuster’s downfall is
not as imminent as some would
like, thanks to Sens. Joe Manchin
(D-W.Va.) and Kyrsten Sinema
(D-Ariz.), it is perhaps closer to
being eliminated than at any other
time in American history.
And while many see eliminating
the Senate filibuster as the means
to an important end, including
passing voting rights legislation,
climate policy and circumventing
stagnation from a hyper-partisan
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political climate, I would caution these advocates to
consider all that would be lost if the filibuster were no
longer part of the Senate rules. I would also remind them
that the filibuster has been used for over two centuries
precisely because it serves the important purpose of
making the Senate more deliberative.
Though the filibuster is not mentioned specifically in the
constitution, long debate aimed at shaping or derailing
legislation goes back to the earliest days of the Senate. As
the practice became more common toward the mid-19th
Century, when the process acquired the name filibuster,
many began calling for a rule that would allow the Senate
to formally end debate and move
legislation to a vote. In 1917, the
Senate added a rule that called for
a two-thirds vote of the Senate to
end debate, often referred to as
cloture. In the 1970s, the Senate
lowered the number of votes
needed to end debate to threefifths (60 votes) of the Senate.
The filibuster faced one of its
biggest existential crises in 2013,
when Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV),
then the Senate Majority Leader,
ended the use of the filibuster
on presidential appointments.
In 2017, when Republicans regained control of the Senate,

then-Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and fellow
Republicans followed Reid’s lead by ending the filibuster
for judicial appointments, allowing Pres. Trump to seat
conservative-backed judges with only 50 votes.
These recent examples demonstrate the ephemeral
nature of weakening the filibuster to advance political
goals of the party in power. The temporary gratification
of eliminating the filibuster for the majority party is soon
surpassed by the pain that is inflicted when that party
becomes the minority and watches its gains slip away
with a simple majority vote.
My job is to look at these developments from a
30,000-foot level and objectively determine their
impact on corn growers. And it’s from this vantage point
that I become most concerned. I worry that ending
the filibuster will hurt our ability to gain much-needed
consensus on pro-agriculture legislation, particularly
reauthorization of the farm bill.
The fact that farm bills must clear a 60-vote threshold
for Senate passage has ensured that Democrats and
Republicans develop bills that address the many, and at
times disparate, issues that are important to the diverse
needs of American farmers and families.
Without the filibuster, the emphasis of the farm bill
would be less focused on building diverse coalitions and
legislation that meets a broad set of needs and more
about suiting the political whims of whichever party
controls the Senate.
Yet, reauthorization of the farm bill is one time that we
must ensure that all American farmers – from lettuce
growers in California to milk producers in the northeast
and corn growers across the country – have the federal
programs and policies they need to feed and fuel
America.
Farm bills are held up as an example of where
bipartisan policymaking still works. To clear a 60-vote
threshold and a formal conference committee, it takes
input from members of both parties who represent
these interests, and who can share their thoughts and
concerns with their colleagues, even those with whom
they disagree. This helps policymakers develop and
pass laws that are effective for the needs of our diverse
farming community.
We know from recent experience that bipartisan
work can yield huge wins for Americans. The bipartisan
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, which passed
in 2021 with bipartisan support, is an example of how
Democrats and Republicans can still deliver big results
by working together.
Our leaders should put big ideas on the table when it
comes to addressing great partisan divides. But ending
the filibuster should not be one of them.
Long live the filibuster!

How A New Infrastructure
Law Benefits Rural
Communities
In late 2021, President Joe Biden signed the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) into law.
The new legislation invests in our roads, bridges, rail,
ports, airports, electric grid, and other infrastructure
needed to ensure the efficient movement of products
across the globe.
There are three different ways the IIJA funding will
be distributed: a formula-based calculation for states
and municipalities, a suballocated formula from the
state government, and opportunities for communities
to apply directly for competitive grant funds from the
U.S. Department of Transportation.
This legislation directly impacts cities and
communities around the nation – Indiana included –
with an 18 percent increase in annual infrastructure
funding. Specifically, from 2022-2026 this law:
•

Increases state transportation funding by
$969.4 million

•

Increases local community funding by
$323.1 million

•

Provides $401 million for bridge repair and
replacement

Communities can provide input on the competitive
grant program, which gives agencies and
municipalities opportunities – above and beyond the
formula-based funding – to improve infrastructure,
public transit, safety, energy security, broadband,
and more. The federal government is in the early
stages of seeking input from stakeholders, including
government agencies, business owners and taxpayers,
on the rules and requirements for these grants.
The opportunity is now for Indiana’s rural communities
to work closely with municipal, state and, in some
cases, federal agencies to ensure that rural and
agricultural needs are being met. Conexus Indiana,
through its partnership with the Indiana Soybean
Alliance and Indiana Corn Marketing Council, is eager
to work closely with the Rural Crossroads Advisory
Council to ensure that the agricultural industry and
rural communities have the tools necessary to deliver
their products to a global market.
Reach out to bcarpenter@conexusindiana.com for
more information.
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EPA offers encouraging news
regarding Enlist and Enlist Duo
BY BLAIR SHIPP
ASA State Policy Communications Coordinator
January was a mixed
bag of policies and
announcements from
the Environmental
Protection Agency. While EPA
offered somewhat encouraging
news regarding Enlist and Enlist
Duo, the announcement that
the agency was extending the
2019 Renewable Fuel Standard
compliance deadline for small
refineries has soy growers frustrated.

Pesticide and herbicide registrations
On Jan. 11, the EPA announced new seven-year
registrations for Enlist and Enlist Duo herbicides for overthe-top use on herbicide-tolerant soybeans, corn, and
cotton. This re-registration is very timely, as both previous
five-year registrations were set to expire in January 2022.
ASA President Brad Doyle, a farmer from Weiner, Ark.,
voiced cautious optimism regarding EPA’s decision.
“Enlist is a vital tool for soybean growers to protect their
crops from damaging weeds and maintain important
conservation practices. While we are cautious with reports
of new restrictions on Enlist and will be carefully reviewing
the registration in the days ahead to determine its impact
on growers, a new registration for Enlist is a welcome
announcement.”
While this news is positive for growers, the new
registrations come with several new Endangered Species
Act (ESA) use restrictions aimed primarily at mitigating
runoff and pollinator risks. The registration also includes
prohibitions on using Enlist or Enlist Duo in certain counties
where ESA risks are significant.
On the same day as the Enlist announcement, EPA
revealed it will immediately be revising its Endangered
Species Act (ESA) processes for all new pesticide
active ingredients (AI). The reform will incorporate ESA
assessments and implement any necessary mitigations to
prevent species and critical habitat from being jeopardized
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at the beginning of the registration process.
Soybean growers are hopeful that this will increase
the legal defensibility of pesticide registration
decisions that have been under intense pressure
from courts for failing to comply with ESA.
The American Soybean Association supports
maintaining science, risk-based processes for
consideration of pesticides and environmental issues
by EPA. Pesticides are important for protecting farmers’
operations from billions of dollars in damages annually
from weeds, insects, and other pests.

Renewable Fuels Standard
On Jan. 28 EPA finalized a rule that pushes the deadline
for oil refiners to comply with 2020 and 2021 blending
requirements under the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS),
which the agency previously extended in April.
The agency last delayed compliance deadline reporting
for small refineries to Jan. 1, 2022, saying the delay was a
result of not having released RVOs for 2020, 2021, and 2022.
Now, the EPA final rule states small refineries have until the
next quarterly reporting deadline after the 2021 quotas are
established to fulfill them.
Overall, for all refineries and importers of fuel, the new
compliance deadlines for 2022 targets will be the RFS
quarterly reporting deadline after the 2023 standards
effective date or the 2021 compliance reporting deadline –
whichever date is later.
The RFS has reduced U.S. dependence on foreign oil,
lowered fuel prices at the pump, reduced greenhouse gas
emissions and added value by increasing demand for the
soybeans and corn our farmers produce. Biodiesel and
renewable diesel provide a valuable market for more than
9 billion pounds of soybean oil, adding more than $1.10 in
value to every bushel of soybeans grown in the U.S.
EPA is currently undergoing a rulemaking process
to update Renewable Volume Obligations for 2020,
2021, and 2022. The proposed rule would increase the
2022 RVO for biomass-based diesel—a move that ASA
strongly supports.

Skyrocketing prices represent significant
and costly challenge for Hoosier farmers
BY U.S. REP. LARRY BUCSHON, M.D.
Republican, Indiana District 8
As you drive from town to town
rent continue to climb while Hoosiers’ hard-earned dollars
in Indiana, it is nearly impossible
continue to buy less at the register.
to avoid driving by a farm. In fact,
We cannot spend our way out of this inflation crisis; in
more than half of Indiana’s total
fact, more Washington spending would only be adding fuel
land area is made up of farms,
to the fire. The only way to tame the skyrocketing inflation
and our agriculture industry is
in our economy is through sound fiscal policy. In addition,
responsible for employing more
the administration needs to change course and stop the
than 180,000 Hoosiers. As the
regulatory attacks on our energy industry.
tenth-largest farming state in the
Energy independence is critical to controlling fuel prices.
country, it is no secret that the
High fuel prices affect every aspect of our economy
agriculture industry in Indiana truly
including the agricultural industry. In the long term we
is the lifeblood of our state – providing jobs, food, and other
need to address the supply chain dependence on imports
needed products to the entire state, country, and world.
particularly from China. The pandemic has highlighted this
Farming is not an easy way to make a living given the risks
vulnerability we have as a nation. Ultimately, Washington
that just come with the territory when you are growing crops
D.C. needs to prioritize the family budget over the federal
or raising livestock. This year, farmers are facing rising costs
budget by ending the reckless spending and making our
of critical inputs like seeds, fertilizer, pesticides, herbicides,
economy more self dependent and less reliant on other
equipment and labor due to runaway inflation. For example,
countries for our prosperity.
glyphosate, the active ingredient in Round-Up and other
At a time when global food prices are already at decade
weedkillers, is up 250 percent from this time last year.
highs and our grocery stores are struggling to stock their
Skyrocketing prices represent a significant and costly
shelves, Congress needs to act to ensure Hoosier farmers
challenge for Hoosier farmers right before planting season
can keep our grocery stores stocked and prices affordable
begins. This has resulted in many farmers having to make
for hard-working American families.
costly last-minute adjustments to the types of
crops they are going to plant for the upcoming
season because farmers are having to plant to
crops with higher projected market prices and
lower input costs. For instance, it is projected
that the acreage that will be planted of
soybeans in 2022 is expected to surpass corn
for only the second time in U.S. history.
The root cause of runaway inflation that is
negatively impacting Hoosier farmers is the
COVID-19 pandemic and the flawed economic
policies that have been enacted over the past
year. In Washington D.C., multiple partisan
bills have been signed into law that spend
trillions in taxpayer dollars. This has resulted
in inflation rates that are at a 40-year high –
including a staggering seven percent increase
U.S. Rep. Larry Bucshon (R-Dist. 8) talks with Terre Haute-area farmers during
in food prices last month. More broadly, this
a Coffee Shop Talk presented by the Indiana Corn Growers Association and
the Indiana Soybean Alliance Membership and Policy Committee.
means that the cost of groceries, gas, and
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Rural Caucus at Indiana Statehouse
focuses on value of ethanol
BY RACHEL CONNER

E

reduce carbon emissions for cars on the road today,” Jette
thanol was the topic of conversation at the Jan. 26
explained. “Selling E15 all year long in Indiana ensures that a
Rural Caucus meeting at the Indiana Statehouse.
much higher percentage of harmful aromatics is displaced
Indiana Corn Growers Association member J.R.
by ethanol in the fuel resulting in reduced mortalities
Roesner, a farmer from Ferdinand, Ind., and Indiana Corn
and cleaner air. Now more than ever, we need to capture
Marketing Council (ICMC) Director of Biofuels Helena
every opportunity to advance the critical role Indiana Corn
Jette joined Indiana Ethanol Producers Association (IEPA)
Marketing Council and the renewable
Executive Director Tim Phelps to
fuel industries play in our fight against
discuss the importance of ethanol to
climate change.”
Hoosier farmers and the U.S. liquid
Other ICMC programs include the
fuels market.
Let’s Clear the Air campaign and the
Phelps led the group discussion
Indy Air Strip Attack event, which is
with a primer on how ethanol
part of the Shift Sector racing series.
is produced and a review of
Roesner rounded out the
the location and capacity of
presentation with an explanation of
Indiana’s ethanol producers. IEPA’s
his role as a farmer-leader on both
membership includes Iroquois BioICMC and the National Corn Growers
Energy, POET Biorefining Alexandria,
Association’s Ethanol Action Team.
POET Biorefining North Manchester,
He said federal ethanol policies often
POET Biorefining Portland and POET
harm farmers’ access to domestic
Biorefining Shelbyville. Together
markets.
these facilities refine approximately
Roesner said some recent national
one-third of Indiana’s annual corn
ICGA member and Ferdinand, Ind., farmer
policy
initiatives, such as the Next
crop into ethanol.
J.R. Roesner said the Next Generation Fuels
Generation
Fuels Act, which is
“Biofuels like ethanol are a
Act could help improve the economy of corn
intended
to
“leverage greater fuel
monumental success story for
growers..
octane to reduce carbon emissions
Indiana’s rural communities,” Phelps
from transportation, improve air quality by reducing the use
said. “In close partnership with Hoosier farmers, ethanol
of harmful aromatics and increase demand for biofuels,”
producers are responsible for nearly half of the state’s corn
could help Hoosier farmers in the future.
crop and are a crucial piece of our state’s economy.”
Legislators and guests also discussed the accessibility of
Jette said ICMC promotes the use of higher ethanol
higher ethanol blends and the benefits of ethanol refineries
blends by Hoosier retailers and consumers. ICMC touts the
to the state’s corn economy. ISDA Director Bruce Kettler told
benefits that ethanol offers consumers at the pump, in their
legislators that the presence of a nearby ethanol refinery will
bank account and in the environment. “I greatly appreciated
drive the first purchaser competition for the corn produced
the opportunity to discuss the vital role biofuels play in
in that area and can increase the basis prices for all farmers
supporting the productivity of our farmers, driving progress
in proximity to the refinery.
toward our climate goals, and encouraging further adoption
The Rural Caucus is a group of Indiana state legislators
of sustainable renewable fuel opportunities at the Rural
who meet regularly to hear from constituents and
Caucus meeting,” Jette said.
stakeholders on the issues impacting the farm economy
ICMC projects have included the Hoosier Homegrown
and rural life. The group is bipartisan and the legislators
Fuels (HHF) Grant Program, which is a partnership with
hail from both rural and urban districts. Sen. Jean Leising
the Indiana Office of Energy Development, the Indiana
(R-Oldenburg) has been one of the co-chairs of the group
State Department of Agriculture, Indiana Clean Cities and
for many years, and she is joined this year by co-chair
South Shore Clean Cities to promote the use of E15 and
Rep. Maureen Bauer (D-South Bend). Other topics that
E85 ethanol blends to drivers across the state. “Given the
the Rural Caucus will discuss during this session include
uncertainties still confronting E15 availability during the
rural healthcare, broadband connectivity and workforce
summer driving months, there’s no better time to ensure
development.
affordable, low-carbon biofuels that can immediately
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GROWING
DEMAND
Increasing domestic livestock production and growing global protein demand are
vital to Indiana's corn and soybean growth. Checkoff investments in supporting
livestock production and expanding

global use continue to
drive value right back to the farm.

Protein markets are driving corn and soybean value,
see how at YourCheckoff.org.

Eating what we grow, we invest in livestock.
Indianasoybean.com • incorn.org
Funded with Indiana corn and soybean checkoff dollars.
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Cherry, Delbecq and Flock return to the
Indiana Corn Growers Association board
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

T

wo farmers, Sarah Delbecq of Auburn, Ind., and
Mike Flock of Ramsey, Ind., have been re-elected to
the Indiana Corn Growers Association (ICGA) board,
while a third farmer, Chris Cherry of New Palestine, Ind.,
was appointed in 2021.
Cherry was originally
appointed to the ICGA
board in 2021 to finish the
term of Greenfield, Ind.,
farmer Ronnie Mohr, who
had passed away. Cherry
was appointed to represent
District 6 in December.
District 6 includes the
counties of Randolph,
Henry, Wayne, Union,
Chris Cherry
Fayette, Rush, Hancock,
Shelby, Bartholomew, Johnson and Marion.
Cherry has been a full-time farmer since 1999 in rural
Hancock County. He grows corn, wheat and soybeans,
and he also operates Cherry Ag Service. Previously, Cherry
served as a director on the Indiana Soybean Alliance board.
He also earned a bachelor’s degree from Franklin College.
“I want to help develop and work on the policies and
legislation that will benefit Indiana’s corn farmers,” Cherry
said of his goals with ICGA.
Delbecq, who is a past
president of ICGA, was reelected to represent District
3, which covers the counties
of Kosciusko, LaGrange,
Noble, Whitley, Huntington,
Wells, Blackford, Jay, Adams,
Allen, DeKalb, Randolph
and Steuben. A full-time
farmer, Delbecq raises corn,
soybeans and wheat in rural
Sarah Delbecq
DeKalb and Noble counties.
She is the sixth generation to work her farm, and her farm
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implements many conservation practices.
Delbecq earned a bachelor’s degree in government from
Georgetown University, and she has achieved a master’s
degree in public policy from the University of Chicago
and a master’s of agricultural economics from Purdue
University. She also serves as a director on the Indiana
Corn Marketing Council board and has volunteered with
the Indiana Farm Bureau and the Indiana Association of Soil
and Water Conservation Districts.
“I hope to continue to represent Indiana corn farmers and
advocate for their interests on policy issues at the federal,
state and local levels,” Delbecq said.
Flock was re-elected in
District 9, which includes
Brown, Monroe, Lawrence,
Bartholomew, Jackson,
Washington, Scott, Clark,
Floyd, Harrison, Jennings,
Decatur, Franklin, Dearborn,
Ohio, Jefferson and
Switzerland counties. Flock
grows corn, soybeans and
wheat on his rural Harrison
Mike Flock
County farm that has been
in his family for more than 100 years. A full-time farmer,
he began farming in 1972. Flock has served on the ICGA
board since 2015.
Flock is also a former director on the Indiana Soybean
Alliance board, and he was also on the board for the Harrison County Soil and Water Conservation District. “I want
to help local farmers to meet and engage with state and
national lawmakers,” Flock said of his ICGA service.
Candidate applications for this year’s election are due
by Friday, March 4. This year’s elections are scheduled
for districts 2, 5 and 8. Ballots will be mailed to ICGA
members this summer. Winners will begin a threeyear term in December. To learn more about the 2022
election, find a district map or download an application,
visit www.incorn.org/ICGAelections

Policy-minded farmers wanted
for election to the ICGA board
2021 INDIANA CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS

BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

Steuben

LaGrange
St. Joseph

Elkhart

Want to help advocate for Indiana’s ethanol industry?
Want to protect farmers’ rights from government
regulations? Then consider running for the Indiana Corn
Growers Association (ICGA) Board of Directors. The ICGA
board advocates for Indiana corn farmers at the local,
state and federal levels. ICGA’s governing districts match
the nine Congressional districts across the state. This year,
ICGA will fill seats in districts 2, 5 and 8.
“Joining the ICGA board provides a farmer a seat at the
table to determine what policy priorities this organization
will support,” said ICGA Vice President Chris Cherry, a New
Palestine, Ind., farmer. “Perspectives from different areas
of the state and different types of farms are needed to
ensure that all Indiana corn growers are represented in
Washington, D.C. and Indianapolis.”
To be eligible, candidates must be an ICGA member
in good standing; own, manage or operate a farm that
produces corn; reside in the district they represent; and
current on ICGA membership dues. The following districts
will have elections this year:
District 2 includes all of St. Joseph, Elkhart, Marshall,
Starke, Fulton, Pulaski, Miami, Wabash, and parts of
Cass, Kosciusko and LaPorte counties.
District 5 includes all of Delaware, Tipton, Madison,
Grant, Hamilton, and part of Howard counties.
District 8 includes all of Vermillion, Parke, Vigo, Clay,
Owen, Greene, Sullivan, Knox, Daviess, Martin, Gibson,
Pike, Dubois, Posey, Vanderburgh, Warrick, Spencer,
Perry, Orange, Crawford and part of Fountain counties.
Election applications are due back to the ICGA office
by Friday, March 4. Ballots will be mailed to members
this summer. Winners will begin a three-year term in December. To learn more about this year’s election, see a
congressional district map and download an application, go online to www.incorn.org/ICGAelections
Lake

LaPorte

Porter
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Whitley
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Huntington

Miami

Adams
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White

Benton

Carroll
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Howard

Blackford
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Clinton
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“Joining the ICGA board provides a farmer a seat at the table to determine what
policy priorities this organization will support. Perspectives from different areas of
the state and different types of farms are needed to ensure that all Indiana corn
growers are represented in Washington, D.C. and Indianapolis.”
– Chris Cherry, ICGA Vice President
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The Bacon Bar and Brunch connected more than 200 farmers, stakeholders, representatives and senators to have one-on-one
discussions about ag policy issues.

ICGA, M&P partner with Indiana livestock
to tout policy issues at annual Bacon Bar
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

T

he Indiana Corn Growers Association (ICGA) and the
Indiana Soybean Alliance Membership and Policy
Committee (M&P) touted several bills that would
benefit Indiana farmers to state lawmakers on Jan. 26 during
the annual Bacon Bar and Brunch legislative breakfast at the
Indiana Statehouse.
Potential legislation that would regulate the carbon
sequestration industry to create opportunities for Hoosier
farmers led many of the discussions. The corn and soybean
policy groups also advocated for Indiana’s livestock
producers and supported bills that would make changes
to the Indiana State Board of Animal Health (BOAH) and the
state seed administrator’s office. With the aroma of freshcooked bacon wafting through the halls of the Indiana
Statehouse, the Brunch enticed several House and Senate
lawmakers, staff and farm stakeholders to join the discussion.
“Bacon not only smells good and tastes good, but it is also
a great example of how Indiana farmers work together,” said
Greensburg, Ind., farmer Mike Koehne, a member of M&P.
“Livestock farmers are very important customers for Indiana
corn and soybean growers. A lot of the state’s soybean and
corn crops go to feed livestock in Indiana.”
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ICGA and M&P served many breakfast foods – all with ties
to Indiana agriculture. The Indiana Beef Cattle Association
provided the beef bacon; Indiana Kitchen offered the pork
bacon in its many flavors; Maple Leaf Farms brought the
duck sausage; the eggs and turkey bacon were from the
Indiana State Poultry Association; and the Indiana Dairy
Producers included the milk and yogurt. Other Brunch
sponsors include Corteva Agriscience, Farm Credit
MidAmerica and Indiana Packers Corporation.
The Bacon Bar and Brunch connected more than 200
farmers, stakeholders, representatives and senators to have
one-on-one discussions about ag policy issues. “The event
was great. We had great turnout,” said Ferdinand, Ind., farmer
and ICGA member J.R. Roesner. “A lot of representatives and
senators attended, and we enjoyed good conversation with
them about the issues concerning farmers right now. ICGA
and M&P need to be the voice for Indiana corn and soybean
farmers. Events like this provide us with a great place to start
conversations, build relationships and promote the issues
that are important to farmers. We also want to show support
for the legislators who support us.”
Each year a new set of proposed laws and regulations in

the Indiana General Assembly catch the eyes of ICGA and
M&P staff. “We’ve had a lot of participation (at the brunch) by
staff and legislators,” Frankfort, Ind., farmer Mike Beard said.
“It gives us a chance then to, while the legislator is eating
bacon and he’s got his mouth full, we were able to get in
their ear. So, we’re filling their stomachs and filling their ear
with all that is good about agriculture.”
Rep. Don Lehe (R-Brookston), chair of the House
Agriculture Committee, attended the Brunch. He said events
like the brunch are valuable to him and other legislators.
“I’ve already talked to several folks here about a couple of
bills I plan to hear,” he said. “At this point, I hadn’t read those
bills, yet. I didn’t know what they were really wanting to do.
Well, I already know a lot about what we’re going to be
looking at and that’s very helpful.”
He encourages farmers to attend and testify at committee
meetings. “That committee meeting point is the only place
where the general public can come in and testify and be
involved directly with the success or failure of a particular
bill,” he said. “So, I encourage that all the time.”
Beard added, “ICGA represents an awful lot of farmers
across Indiana, but we are not effective unless we have
people that are willing to step to the telephone, write a
letter, attend an event, to help the legislators understand
the issues.”
Sen. Jean Leising (R-Oldenburg), chair of the Senate

Thank you !
The Indiana Corn Growers Association and the Indiana
Soybean Alliance Membership and Policy Committee
thanks the following sponsors of the 2022 Bacon Bar and
Brunch legislative breakfast at the Indiana Statehouse:
Indiana Beef Cattle Association, Indiana Kitchen, Maple
Leaf Farms , Indiana State Poultry Association, Indiana
Dairy Producers, Corteva Agriscience, Farm Credit
MidAmerica, Indiana Packers Corporation, Indiana
Soybean Alliance and Indiana Corn Marketing Council.

Beef bacon, turkey bacon and several varieties of pork bacon
were just some of the breakfast foods offered during the
Bacon Bar and Brunch at the Indiana Statehouse.

Agriculture Committee, said lawmakers must hear from
farmers. “It’s really good to stay in touch, for me, as
agriculture chairman. I have a farm, my son-in-law currently
farms it, but the truth is there are not a lot of us (in the
Statehouse) who have true agricultural interests,” she said.
“So, it’s good for the agriculture organizations to come in
and have a chance to talk to all legislators even those that
are more urban. I was pleased to see so many in attendance
(at the brunch) – farmers, staff and legislators.”
Koehne said the brunch allows farmers to bring concerns
to lawmakers instead of waiting to respond to laws already
passed. “It’s good to bring our farm issues to them because
they don’t always know what is happening on our farms,”
he said. “So, we bring issues to legislators, so we do have
a voice to make changes and clarifications to improve our
operations and everyday lives.”
Roesner is watching carbon sequestration proposals.
“There are some bills out there that are looking into injecting
the CO2 back into the ground,” Roesner stated. “Our main
concern with some of these is protecting landowner rights
and making sure that everyone is treated fairly. Carbon
sequestration is very important to our industry, especially
ethanol, so that we are competitive on the carbon intensity
scores with other fuels and other modes of transportation.
This is something we need to stay up-to-date with and
make sure we’re protecting our rights while we’re providing
opportunities for farmers.”
Beard added that farmers are their own, best advocates.
“Our farms are our profit centers,” he explained. “They’re
how we send our kids to college, and they’re how we
make a retirement income, so we have to continue to be
sustainable in an economic sense,” he said. “Some of the
legislation that’s passed impacts us greatly.”
ICGA and M&P rely on sponsorship and membership
dollars to advocate on behalf of Hoosier corn and soybean
farmers. Visit www.iga.in.gov to follow all pieces of
legislation during this session.
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Indiana farmers weigh in on 2023
farm bill priorities
BY ANN HINCH

W

ith 19 months until the 2018 federal farm bill
In mid-2020, the USDA made an initial purchase of footexpires, one legislator acknowledged the U.S.
and-mouth disease (FMD) vaccine doses as part of the Bank.
Hardin wants to see such efforts fully funded again in the
House Agriculture Committee is getting a late
next farm bill, adding if FMD gets a foothold here, the U.S.
start on the discussion process.
could see revenue losses as high as $130 billion in pork,
“This farm bill we’re in, we’re way behind on hearings,”
beef and other animal products.
noted Rep. Glenn “GT” Thompson (R-Pa.), minority Ranking
Jill Duncan, presidentMember. He joined fellow
elect of the Indiana Beef
committee Republican
Cattle Association and a
Rep. Jim Baird on Feb.
cow-calf producer from
10 at the Boone County
Wingate, Ind., agreed FMD
Fairgrounds in Lebanon
“could break us.” Another
for a roundtable listening
animal pandemic Hardin
session focused on
noted to watch for is African
collecting farm bill
swine fever, which has
priorities from Indiana ag
depleted pig herds in Asia
stakeholders.
and those as close as in the
Baird, Indiana District
Dominican Republic.
4 representative to
And when there is an
Congress and a longtime
animal disease outbreak,
farmer, said another
the farm bill’s funding
point of these sessions
for university extension
is to carry the farm point
programs allows those
of view back to fellow
offices to be able to partner
committee members who
Discussing various farm bill issues recently at the Boone County
with the necessary agencies
also serve on other House Fairgrounds in Lebanon, Ind., were, from left, ISA Senior Director of
to respond with education
committees affecting
Industry Affairs Steve Howell, U.S. Rep. Jim Baird, U.S. Rep. Glenn
and assistance directly to
“G.T.” Thompson and ICGA President Scott Smith.
commerce, technology,
producers.
trade and more. With
Dr.
Jason
Henderson,
Purdue
University
College of
all the industries that touch agriculture, he hopes this will
Agriculture
associate
dean
and
director
of
extension, cited
educate non-farm lawmakers so they understand how their
an example from early February in which extension was
decisions for other sectors impact workers in agriculture.
able to work with the Indiana State Board of Animal Health
“I think our goal is to minimize the amount of regulation”
in responding to a report of avian influenza found on a
put on farmers, he added – and for those that are enacted,
southern Indiana turkey farm.
“make sure those rules are implemented in a timely manner
so farmers can be prepared for it.”
Fellow swine producer David Hardin of Danville –
representing the Indiana Pork Producers board at the
roundtable – kicked it off by recalling the current farm
bill includes funding to boost the National Animal Health
Laboratory Network. It also includes money for a National
Animal Vaccine and Veterinary Countermeasures Bank and
the National Animal Disease Preparedness and Response
Program.
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Aid in managing risk
A few of those speaking at the roundtable cited the
importance of the next bill continuing to fund crop insurance
premium discounts for growers.
Indiana Farm Bureau President Randy Kron, for instance,
pointed out crop insurance is often required for applicants to
qualify for farm operating bank loans. Indiana Corn Growers
Association President Scott Smith, a farmer from Windfall,

Ind., noted crop insurance is a necessity for a farm’s financial
risk management, especially given the hikes in costs of
production over last year alone.
Duncan said growers normally have to budget for the
possibility of year-over-year cost increases each spring, but
supply chain shortages during the COVID-19 pandemic have
ramped that up. “Yes, we may get over $6 for corn, but there
are supplies we don’t know if we can get” – for example, if
your tractor needs a new tire and local suppliers don’t have
them in stock, when will you be able to get into the field to
plant?
Thompson said crop insurance premium funding
“becomes a target because of ignorance” – there are
lawmakers who don’t know much about the public-private
program or what insurance pays out for specifically. In 2019,
he and now-House Ag Chair Cheri Bustos (D-Ill.) started the
bipartisan Crop Insurance Caucus to organize educational
briefings to help colleagues and their staff members better
understand this program.
Other risk management measures funded by the farm
bill include some indemnity payments to livestock farmers.
Indiana State Poultry Assoc. President Becky Joniskan cited
the above-mentioned avian flu report as the sort of situation
in which such disbursement can help farmers replenish their
flocks.
Farm bill funding to help farmers improve soil health
and water quality is also vital, according to Amy Cornell,
representing the Indiana Agriculture Nutrient Alliance at
the roundtable. When asked what their challenges are in
implementing nutrient management measures, she said
farmers most often cite the time and cost needed, as well
as a lack of tools, to best do so.
Henderson wants the 2023 farm bill to focus more on soil
health, nutrient management and other efforts to respond
positively to climate change. “Ag is the solution to our
climate issues; it’s not the problem,” he said, also welcoming
the recent USDA announcement of $1 billion to finance pilot
“climate-smart commodity” projects.
Both Congressmen agreed climate change needs to be
addressed, and Thompson noted Republicans “have not
always been at the table on climate” because he said a lot
of the argument was based on emotion. He wants climate
regulations to be scientifically based – and thinks U.S.
agriculture can prove it is an ally.
“I want to take the target off of American agriculture of
‘Climate Criminal,’” he said.

Record inflation also worrisome
Recent news reports of record inflation are worrisome,
too. Smith, who is a 47-year farmer growing corn for ethanol,
soybeans and processing tomatoes, is concerned how
inflationary pressure will add to the cost of the seeds and
equipment he needs. Thompson agreed, adding the public
may see news about crops and meat commanding record

ICGA President Scott Smith, a farmer from Windfall, Ind.,
participated in a farm bill listening session hosted by Rep. Jim
Baird and Rep. Glenn “G.T.” Thompson at the Boone County
Fairgrounds near Lebanon, Ind.

commodity prices in the current supply-chain situation but
not realize the income reality for the average family farm.
“It is a margin, at the end of the day,” he said of the
difference between income and input costs.
Henderson wants to see funding for efforts to prepare
young people to be more STEM-ready when entering
ag careers. A tangential technology concern is also to
expand rural broadband, or high-speed internet, access –
he cited Purdue extension offices that haven’t been able
to participate in video-streaming meetings during the
pandemic because of poor connection service.
Kron brought up the 2018 Prop 12 vote in California, which
requires that pork, eggs and veal sold there be produced
from animal-confinement conditions set out in the resulting
state law. This potentially affects the practices of farmers
in other states trying to sell their meat and eggs into
California, since it would require many to retrofit existing or
construct new pig, cattle and chicken facilities. There is a
Superior Court ruling in California to stay enforcement of
the law, and lawsuits calling to examine Prop 12 for possible
encroachment on Congress’ constitutional role to regulate
interstate commerce.
Thompson said debate over California regulations
affecting the rest of the country caused something of a “civil
war” among Ag Committee members, with each looking out
for their state’s interests.
“Having your voice as part of this is incredibly important,”
Thompson said at the close of the roundtable.
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SUSTAINING
VALUE FOR
TOMORROW'S
FARM
To keep our soil and waters ready for the next generation, we have to put into practice the
research we've invested in. On-farm trials of production practices can help identify more
opportunities, improve stewardship and create

a sustainable farm future. Partnering
with companies across Indiana, the corn and soybean checkoffs support continuous
improvement of environmental stewardship, for today, and for tomorrow.
For tomorrow's farmer, we're investing today, see how at YourCheckoff.org.

Acre by acre, we are the original stewards.
Indianasoybean.com • incorn.org
Funded with Indiana corn and soybean checkoff dollars.
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Raising a family is the most important job on the farm for Josh and Jennifer Miller. They are raising three small boys, Liam, 6, Declan,
4, and Cole, 1.

Central Indiana farmer working to ensure
free and fair global trade markets
BY REGAN HERR

A

fter living all over the world and experiencing many
different cultures, views and policies, Josh Miller and
his wife, Jennifer, knew their priorities were on the
family farm in Anderson, Ind.
Upon high school graduation, Miller enrolled to serve
America in the U.S. Marine Corps. He served with the
Marines from 2000 to 2005. When his military service ended,
Miller was a Staff Sergeant and had served in Afghanistan,
Iraq, China, the Philippines, Egypt, Indonesia, Germany,
Switzerland and many other areas.
After returning home, Miller went on to further his
education and received an undergraduate degree in
management and economics from the University of
Maryland and a Master’s of Business Administration with
a focus in finance from Indiana Wesleyan University. Prior
to moving back to the farm, Miller was a contractor for
Lockheed Martin, which is an aerospace, arms, defense,
information security and technology company that operates
worldwide.
Josh and Jennifer spent a few years living on the northside

of Chicago, where she was a companion animal veterinarian.
They loved living in the city, the freedom and the lifestyle,
but they knew that getting back to the farm and closer to
family was their ultimate goal. In 2010 they decided to make
the journey from bustling Chicago to quaint Anderson to
raise their young family and to work full-time on the farm.
“It’s a privilege to live on the farm and raise our kids close
to family,” Miller said. “We wanted to come home. Family is a
huge factor in our decisions. It helps direct the things we do.
Our kids will be the sixth generation here.”
To the Millers, farm life came naturally. Their farm, named
Richard Smith Farms, grows feed grade and food grade
non-GMO corn and soybeans and seed production crops
for wheat, soybeans and cereal rye. They farm exclusively in
Madison County using many sustainable agriculture tools.
“Cover crops, waterways, filter strips and minimum tillage
are just a few of the methods we use to practice sustainable
agriculture,” Miller said. “We are a minimum-till operation.
We were no-till for many years, but on the long term, it didn’t
work out.”
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As a leader with both the Indiana Corn Marketing Council and
the U.S. Grains Council, Miller often speaks to farmers and ag
stakeholders about the issues that concern corn growers.

Encouraging U.S. grain exports
Miller was elected to the Indiana Corn Marketing Council’s
Board of Directors in 2016. For the past two years, he has
served as the board’s president. Although he has enjoyed
his service with the state’s corn checkoff, Miller’s desire has
been to help farmers across the country.
With a broad world view and nine years of experience
living in foreign countries, Miller expanded his involvement
to include the U.S. Grains Council (USGC) in 2017. The USGC
is a membership-driven organization of corn, sorghum,
barley producers and agribusinesses that support free and
fair global trade. The Council is based in Washington, D.C.,
but it has a full-time presence in 13 global markets. The
USGC operates programs in more than 50 countries.
The Council assists companies that sell farm products
on the global market, and it helps to educate international
purchasers. The USGC also conducts research on topics
such as air quality studies for ethanol or feed ration studies
for livestock.
Miller said the USGC works to help international buyers to
get the information they need to feel confident in purchasing
American farm products.
“The U.S Grains Council promotes the sale of grains in all
forms around the world,” Miller explained. “As a farmer, I fully
understand the value of creating new international markets
for our crops. I believe we are also helping those countries
get the best products possible, too.”
Miller noted that 95 percent of the world’s population lives
outside the United States. He said middle class from around
the world wants more proteins in their diets for themselves
and their children. Miller added that America is filling that
need.
“Indiana farms are helping to feed the world and adding
value to farm income,” Miller explained.
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He said the work done by the USGC and the Indiana Corn
Marketing Council are worth the investment – citing a study
that says for every dollar put into a checkoff program creates
a $28 return.
Miller said USGC’s work in the aftermath of the African
Swine Fever (ASF) pandemic in Vietnam and China
during the past few years is an example of the Council’s
effectiveness. Once ASF went through and destroyed most
of the hog operations in that region, some farms there
switched to poultry production. The USGC was in Asia,
Miller said, to assist those farms in determining poultry feed
rations, which was something those farmers had not done.
“By helping to grow the poultry sector in Vietnam and
China, the U.S. Grains Council has encouraged those farms
to buy U.S. grains to feed their flocks,” said Miller, who is
now vice president on the USGC executive board. “We have
built a great relationship there. We have a unique niche
to build positive relationships and educate grain buyers
internationally.”
With his previous worldwide travel and background, Miller
admits that his experience is the exception and not common
in agriculture. He was able to see first-hand the global
economy and the infrastructure for agriculture supply chains.
At the end of the day, though, he said, “We’re all farmers who
just want to feed the world.”

Growing a family, too
Today, the Millers have their hands full. With three small
boys, Liam, 6, Declan, 4, and Cole, 1, Jennifer works fulltime off the farm as a veterinarian for Elanco Animal Health.
Jennifer is a 2008 graduate of Purdue University’s College of
Veterinary Medicine, and she has worked for eight years at
Elanco. Josh handles most of the marketing and production
for the farm.
The Millers have family nearby and love that the family is
investing in their children’s lives and are active participants.
“We enjoy living on the farm because our family is so close
and invested in our family,” said Jennifer. “They want to see
the kids grow and thrive and succeed. We love being a part
of the family. We also love the flexibility of Josh’s career. He
enjoys the business side of things and the hands-on work.”
The Millers are deliberate in showing their kids the value of
hard work and how they are working to feed others around
the world. “Josh’s work on the farm ties back into family life
because he shows our children what hard work is on a daily
basis,” Jennifer said.
Among Miller’s many educational endeavors, he is also
a graduate of the Indiana Agriculture Leadership Program
– Class 16. Experiences like this encouraged Miller to get
involved in organizations such as the USGC and ICMC. He is
an advocate for Indiana farmers to take part in their industry.
This belief is service to others is shared by his family.
“Showing commitment to others and those you are
feeding is so important and innate in farmers,” said Jennifer.
“It’s a great representation of farmers and their work.”

Miller utilizes new technology while growing feed grade and food grade
non-GMO corn and soybeans and seed production crops for wheat,
soybeans and cereal rye on his farm in Madison County, Ind.
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Ag Supply Chain Asia helps build
relationships to stimulate trade
continued expansion of partnerships in grain,
In partnership with
feed and ethanol trade.”
the U.S. Soybean
During the event, attendees heard from
Export Council (USa variety of speakers, including several U.S.
SEC), the U.S. Grains
producers, on topics including corn crop field
Council’s (USGC)
production perspectives; the U.S. corn and
Southeast Asia and
co-products outlook; distiller’s dried grains with solubles
Oceania office hosted its fourth an(DDGS) use in animal feed; and a global ethanol outlook.
nual Agricultural Supply Chain Asia
Other topics included issues of broad interest like the
conference on Jan. 18-19. With
state of the global supply chain, world consumer trends,
Ambassador Gregg Doud, former
managing price risk exposure and grain transportation.
chief agricultural negotiator in the
Greg Doud
Caleb Wurth, USGC regional director in Southeast
Office of the United States Trade
Asia, acted as a moderator for two of the four sessions.
Representative, as the keynote speaker, and a global panel
Wurth introduced speakers during that time and also led
of subject-matter experts, the conference helped provide
question-and-answer sessions between the speakers and
in-depth perspectives to its 522 registrants.
attendees.
Using a specialized online platform, the virtual event
“Customers in Southeast Asia and Oceania look forward
featured webinar-style presentations and a virtual trade
to our joint conference with USSEC each year. This event’s
show at which Council members could network with
success is a testament to the cooperation between our
customers and end-users of grains in the region. The
two organizations, delivering a total U.S. package to our
regional conferences organized by USGC and USSEC are
customers here in the region,” Wurth said.
best known for their opportunities to conduct business and
Through programming like the Agricultural Supply Chain
transact trade.
Asia conference, the Council and its counterparts continue
USGC President and CEO Ryan LeGrand kicked off
to find ways to promote the quality and advantage of U.S.
the event with Jim Sutter, CEO of USSEC, by welcoming
commodities.
attendees.
The USGC develops export markets for U.S. barley, corn,
“In keeping with our promise to serve, the U.S. Grains
sorghum and related products including distiller’s dried
Council and the U.S. Soybean Export Council have
grains with solubles
prepared this virtual
(DDGS) and ethanol.
event to facilitate
With full-time presence
discussions around the
in 28 locations, the
topics most critical to
Council operates
decision-makers in our
programs in more than
industry today,” LeGrand
50 countries and the
said.
European Union. The
“The Council has
Council believes exports
been in Southeast Asia
are vital to global
for over 30 years, and
economic development
I’m pleased to see the
and to U.S. agriculture’s
region become one of
profitability. Detailed
the most dynamic and
information about
exciting feed markets
U.S. Grains Council (USGC) President and CEO Ryan LeGrand welcomed
in the world. Looking
attendees to the fourth annual Agricultural Supply Chain Asia conference. the Council and its
programs is online at
forward into 2022, the
With more than 500 registrants, the virtual event featured many subjectwww.grains.org
Council will focus on
matter experts, providing a closer look at the market in Southeast Asia.
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Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dol

ISA Chairman Douglas visits
Colombia for ag trade mission
BY EMMA HOPKINS-O’BRIEN

A

delegation from the Indiana Corn Marketing Council
(ICMC) and the Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA)
completed a successful trade mission to Colombia
in late January that spanned three cities in five days.
According to ISA Chairman Jim Douglas, having a good
trade relationship with this country is important to Indiana.
“Colombia is close enough geographically to make trade
economical,” he explained. “The larger countries such as
Canada, Mexico and China gather most of the attention in
terms of corn and soy trade, but after that comes a long
list of smaller countries and Colombia is at the top of those
markets.”
Douglas is correct. In fact, demand for Indiana grain
products in the country has been steadily increasing
since an ISA board trip in 2016, and it is expected to
continue increasing by 3 percent every year going forward.
While in the Colombian cities of Bogota, Medellin and
Bucaramanga, the ISA group spoke to Colombian trade
interests on a recently produced report titled Colombia
2040, which estimates Colombian demand for Indiana farm
products in the future.
“In 2020, Colombia was the 11th largest market for
ag exports, totaling 2.7 billion,” Douglas said. “In 2020,
Colombia was the fourth-largest market for corn, thirdlargest market for soybean meal, and the seventh-largest
market for U.S. pork. With these volumes expected to
grow, we at Indiana Corn and Soybean feel that we’ll get an
excellent return on our checkoff dollar.”
Investments in growing the Hoosier State’s connection
to Colombia grew to more than $150,000 during fiscal year
2021, promoting Indiana livestock products, sponsoring
research to increase U.S. soybean meal in aquaculture
diets and continued focus on the benefits of U.S. soybean
oil – specifically high oleic soybean oil – grown by Indiana
farmers. As Covid restrictions relax, Douglas said more trips
to Colombia will be practical and essential.
“Programs continue to bring home the message that the
U.S. soybean brings more value, quality, and sustainable
production practices than other competing origins,” he said.
Other than the demand information detailed in the
Colombia 2040 report, ISA representatives shared
information about the 2021 soybean crop – the product
Colombia will be buying. In 2020, mycotoxins had been a

Indiana farmer Jim Douglas was among the featured speakers
during a trade mission in January ato Medellin, Colombia.

slight concern for that year’s yield.
“Colombia is no different than any other feed
manufacturer. Mycotoxin levels are always a concern,”
Douglas said. “Producers use binding agents to counteract
higher levels of mycotoxins, which creates an additional
cost per ton of feed. Their climate probably accelerates
the issue.”
Beyond 2030, Colombian demand will depend on the
country’s livestock producers to create an export market of
poultry and hog products. These animals are currently, and
will continue, to be fed U.S. corn and soybeans. While those
markets are trying to be established, Indiana livestock
products, including duck, turkey and pork, are being
sourced directly from Indiana. For example, brands such
as Indiana Kitchen and Maple Leaf ducks can be found at
Colombian supermarkets.
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Soybean oil demand will expand as
renewable diesel emerges as ideal biofuel

T

compliant with their 2021 Soy Sourcing Guidelines.
he announcement of unlikely partnerships, such as
“This can give strong assurance to customers around the
Loves and Cargill, Marathon Petroleum and ADM
world about the background, practices and sustainability
and Chevron and Bunge, have appeared on front
U.S. Soy is produced with.”
pages of newspapers across the United States.
As businesses, states and countries adopt sustainable
“It’s clear that sustainability is a bigger and bigger
policies and commit to building a better
business driver around the world,” said Jim
environment, experts say demand for soy is
Sutter, CEO of the U.S. Soybean Export
expected to erupt.
Council (USSEC), during a December
In the United States, both renewable diesel
webinar focused on the outlook for U.S. Soy
and biodiesel draw on the same feedstocks.
production, crush and exports. U.S. Soy is
Mac Marshall, Vice President of Market
poised to deliver a sustainable solution, he
Intelligence for USSEC and the United Soybean
added.
Board, explained that the market is comprised
“Earlier this year, SSAP (U.S. Soy
of soybean oil, distillers corn oil, animal fats,
Sustainability Assurance Protocol) was
canola oil and used cooking oil/yellow grease,
recognized for meeting the Olympic and
of which soybean oil makes up nearly 50
Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020 Organizing
percent of the feedstock share.
Committee’s sustainable sourcing code
Jim Sutter
“Renewable biodiesel is poised to be a
for agricultural products, the Global Seafood
much larger market in the years to come,” said Marshall,
Alliance’s Best Aquaculture Practices and the Consumer
noting it’s a 3-billion-gallon market of which greenfield
Goods Forum’s Sustainable Soy Sourcing Guidelines,”
construction can bring up in the next couple of years.
Sutter said. “And we are very pleased that the SSAP
Marshall echoed Sutter in that what makes this exciting
was again recognized and approved by FEFAC as being
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and tangible are the uncommon partnerships being
announced: Loves and Cargill, Marathon Petroleum and
ADM, and Philipps 66 and Shell Rock Soy Processing, and
Chevron and Bunge. For some, these partnerships leave
more questions than answers.
What does this mean for the availability of U.S. Soy and
U.S. Soy exports? Marshall said, even when they’re all
combined, it’s only about a 20 percent demand increase
for all oil feedstocks relative to existing capacity.
“We will still have ample amounts of whole soybeans that
will be available for international markets,” said Marshall,
adding that U.S. soybean farmers in 2021 wrapped up what
analysts believe is the second largest crop.
But shaping this demand is policy.

Demand drivers
Nationally, the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS), which
is benchmark legislation created by Congress in 2005,
guides national policy. Alexa Combelic, American Soybean
Association Director of Government Affairs, said the RFS
sets the stage for the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) to annually develop new renewable fuel
obligations to guide the market. She noted that these
renewable volume obligations have been delayed for the
past three years. However, Combelic is optimistic about
the numbers for the year ahead.
Looking at state policy, several states have carbon
goals that drive sustainable policy. Combelic spotlights
California, which kicked this off this process in 2009 as
the first state to implement a low-carbon fuel standard.
She says this was followed in 2016 by Oregon and in 2022,
Washington should have its low-carbon rule-making
complete.
LMC International’s James Fry said these states’ policies
have moved from their reliance on the mandates provided
by the Renewable Fuel Standard to statutory requirements
to reduce the carbon intensity of its fuels.
In the northeast part of the country, Combelic said home
heating oil blending requirements will start in 2035 and
increase from there with B30 blending requirements. She
said these states include nearly 40 percent of homes using
home heating oil, which equates to about 4 billion gallons
per year.
Fry, the company’s chairman and founder, noted that
both Fatty Acid Methyl Esters (FAME) and fuel ethanol
have faced limits in the proportions in which they can be
blended with diesel and gasoline.
“These blend walls mean that higher biofuel demand
has to be met increasingly with renewable diesel, the one
biofuel that has no limit on the proportions in which it can
be blended,” he said, adding that California has the highest
reliance on renewable diesel where biodiesel blend rates
already exceed 20 percent.
Lurking in the future is sustainable aviation fuel. While

this is still new, Fry reported that some analysts believe
it will be larger than FAME plus renewable diesel 10
years from now but may use ethanol as an input (not
oils and fats).

World demands more soybean oil
Fry said the world needs more soybean oil, but “it has
nothing to do with soy and everything to do with palm.”
He explained that Indonesia and Malaysia produce more
palm oil than the rest of the world, and they are by far the
largest exporters of vegetable oil. However, Fry said this
has been declining in recent years. Oil palm is incredibly
labor intensive, and it’s incredibly hard to mechanize the
harvesting of the trees. Also, environmental constraints
limit expansion.
The world cannot look to oil palm to meet its growth in
oil demand, Fry said.
When all oil crops are combined, Fry estimated an
average of nearly 2 percent growth per year through 2030.
However, he said that soybean – the oilseed with the
greatest scope for expansion – will expand its oil supply
at a rate of nearly 3.5 percent annually, while canola and
sunflower will grow closer to 1.5 percent annually.
Fry pointed out that this will pull soybean oil above
palm oil in its share of total global output of the four main
vegetable oils after 2025.
Looking to the future, Fry believes there will be seasonal
pressure on the availability of soy oil from U.S. crushers.
“Soy oil is really the ideal oil for meeting the mandates of
California and the RFS,” he said.
To meet this demand, Fry expects U.S. soybean farmers
to expand soybean production by 7 million to 8 million
acres, pushing total acres to 94 million to 95 million by
2030-31. This expansion, he said, will likely take acres
away from corn, wheat and cotton. He also expects seed
companies to develop soybean varieties with higher yields
and higher oil content.
Accompanying the production of more soybeans will be
an increase in U.S. crush, with much of the investment in
new capacity already in the pipeline with renewable diesel.
What does this mean for U.S. Soy exports?
Fry forecasts that for the next five years, the growth in
U.S. production will roughly match the growth in crush. It’s
not until after 2027, when the growth of sustainable aviation
fuel becomes crucial, that export surplus beans could be
absorbed domestically by a demand explosion, he said.
One thing is for certain, Fry explained, the surge in U.S.
crush will lead to more soybean meal production. Some
of which will be used to feed livestock, leading to higher
meat exports, and some will go for novel vegetarian and
vegan foods. However, he says, most of it will be exported.
For additional details and the full webinar, go online
to https://ussec.org/u-s-soys-outlook-production-crushexports/
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USSEC works to help the people
of ‘Africa’s boom town’
BY EMMA HOPKINS-O’BRIEN

K

nown as “Africa’s boom town,” Lagos, Nigeria, is
forecast to become the world’s largest city by 2100.
With a population of 15.3 million people, the city has a
remarkable trend of population growth and urbanization, but
it lacks the infrastructure to meet the needs of its people.
Recently, leaders from Nigeria and the United States met in
Atlanta, Ga., to discuss and enhance collaboration to enable
the country’s industry to meet its vision for nutrition and food
security.
Nigeria Now, hosted by the U.S. Soybean Export Council
(USSEC), welcomed His Excellency, The Honorable Ben
Ayade, Governor of the State of Cross River, and leaders
from Nigeria’s poultry industry. The meeting was to explore
partnership synergies ahead of the International Production
& Processing Expo, which brought more than 8,000 people
from the international poultry industry together.
While Nigeria is known for being a fashion, tech and
creative hub in Africa, nutrition and food security remain
a concern. According to the Organization of Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD), in 2020, Nigeria
reported 1.55 million food insecure people, including 660,000
facing an emergency crisis.
On average, Nigerians consume the protein equivalent to
nearly one chicken per year, highlighting the need for access
to more affordable protein. This protein deficiency manifests
itself in many other areas, which need to be addressed
sequentially for sustained national development.
“We have a shared priority of enabling nutrition and food
security for families, communities and countries around the
world, and more specifically for today, to increase Nigerians
access to healthy and nutritional food,” said USSEC CEO Jim
Sutter during the conference.
Based on local needs and trends, for soy specifically,
the gap between the imbalance of supply and demand is
forecasted to increase, according to Dr. Ayoola Oduntan, of
Amo Byng, LTD, who predicts an overall deficit of more than
1.6 million metric tons of soybeans by the year 2030. This
deficit factors implied productivity and yield gains.
“We hope Nigeria will take a diversified and multi-faceted
approach to achieving food and nutrition security,” added
Kevin Roepke, USSEC regional director for South Asia and
Sub-Saharan Africa. “Local food and soy production is and will
remain critically important, and we invite leaders to consider
complementing their local supply with high quality imports to
most effectively and sustainably meet nutrition needs.”
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USSEC CEO Jim Sutter addresses leaders from Nigeria and the
United States in Atlanta, Ga., recently to discuss and enhance
collaboration to enable the country’s industry to meet its vision
for nutrition and food security.

To address these needs, the nation’s government and
industry leaders are encouraged to collaborate to establish
supply chains, and the confidence in them for capital and
resource allocation. These supply chains must first be
developed and trusted before these fundamental needs and
demands can be met.
“As USSEC collaborates with agronomy and poultry industry leaders and government officials in Nigeria, we applaud
the partnerships that are in place today and hope that Nigeria Now will help provide a pathway for the accelerating food
and nutrition security through collaboration and the identification of additional synergies and strengths,” said Roepke.
Speakers at Nigeria Now included members of the
Nigerian food industry and U.S. Soy value chain, government
officials, academia, non-governmental organizations and
others. Panel discussions examined needs, challenges, and
what collaborative efforts can be furthered to advance food
security.
One such collaborative effort is the Soy Excellence Center
(SEC) initiative in Nigeria. “The SEC is an investment that
brings partnerships and local expertise to the table to build
Nigeria’s young leaders’ expertise in the food industry,”
Roepke explained. “The SECs take a holistic approach
at bringing together a broad array of expertise and input
from leaders in Nigeria’s food and feed supply chain.
While relatively new, this initiative is moving the needle in
advancing Nigeria’s workforce training and development,
aimed at the protein value chain.”

Join WISHH in the business of
untapped protein potential.

WISHH connects trade and development across global
market systems, improves food security, and brings the
power of strategic partnerships to our unique
market-systems approach.

Connect with WISHH
wishh.org

WISHH is a program of the American Soybean Association and is funded in part
by the United Soybean Board and state soybean board checkoff programs.
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ISA and WISHH build partnerships
to reap the power of soy protein

O

of soybeans. Additionally,
aktown, Ind., farmer
Edesia would like to use 5
Craig Williams,
million pounds of high oleic
a director on the
soybean oil per year.
Indiana Soybean Alliance
Edesia and WISHH are
(ISA) board, and Purdue
exploring a new all-soy
agricultural economist
formulation of a RUSF,
Ahmad Zia Wahdat joined
which would meet their
the American Soybean
protein requirements and
Association’s World Initiative
reduce their costs. Edesia
for Soy in Human Health
calculates that the soy
(WISHH) in December to
protein product would allow
witness the power of soy
them to produce enough of
protein for businesses and
this nutritional treatment to
government agencies that
nourish a total of 2 million
are on the frontlines of
children each year.
global food security.
“Not all proteins are
Williams and Wahdat
created equal,” reported
participated in WISHH’s
Edesia staff to WISHH’s
“U.S. Soybean Growers
event attendees. “Soy is by
Take Action for Global Food
far the best protein available
Security” dialogue in Rhode
in the plant world for both
Island on Dec. 15-16, which
quality and quantity. That is
was funded by the United
why soy is such an important
Soybean Board (USB). USDA
part of our products.”
Foreign Agricultural Service
Edesia’s leading
Associate Administrator
customers
are the U.S.
Brooke Jamison and U.S.
Representatives from ASA’s World Initiative for Soy in Human
Agency for International
Agency for International
Health tour a Rhode Island-based soy protein food manufacturer.
Development (USAID), the
Development Deputy
United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund
Assistant Administrator Mike Michener attended along
(UNICEF), the World Food Programme (WFP), USDA and
with other global food security leaders and industry
other organizations that purchase their products. These
representatives.
organizations transport Edesia’s products to some of the
Williams serves on the WISHH Program Committee, and
world’s most challenging places and remote locations.
he said it’s gratifying to know that U.S. soybeans can make
As a federal contractor selling into USAID’s Title II P.L. 480
a big difference in the world. WISHH’s December program
program, they must source U.S. commodities.
included an opportunity to pack soy-protein foods at Edesia.
In total, Edesia’s products are consumed in 60 countries.
The Rhode Island-based enterprise counts on U.S. soy to
The packages that Williams and Wahdat saw manufactured
supply protein and more for the majority of Edesia’s daily
were shipped to West Africa where government and
production of 1.5 million packets of soy-containing foods at
non-governmental organizations are distributing them to
their technologically sophisticated factory that runs 24-hours
communities with high levels of malnutrition.
per day. Edesia is the largest U.S.-based producer of ReadyWilliams said, “WISHH comes in at a ground level and
to-Use Therapeutic (RUTF) and Supplementary (RUSF)
starts to place the building blocks to get a country to a
foods.
place where they can actually be a large customer for our
In 2022, Edesia forecasts they will use 7.5 million pounds of
soybeans.”
soy flour, requiring the equivalent of about 192,307 bushels
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WISHH works with international
associations to build lasting
potential for U.S. soy trade.

Connect with WISHH
wishh.org

WISHH is a program of the American Soybean Association and is funded in part
by the United Soybean Board and state soybean board checkoff programs.
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Looking for a few good
SOYBEAN FARMERS
Applications Now Being Accepted
We need leaders like you.

Represent your district.

The Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) manages soybean farmer investments
from the soybean checkoff. The ISA Board of Directors represents the nearly
28,000 soybean farmers in Indiana who contribute their dollars to the checkoff.

PORTER
LAKE

ISA is seeking soybean farmer leaders to join a 24-member farmer board
that is responsible for annually investing Indiana soybean checkoff funds in
biofuels, livestock, production and environment research, grain marketing,
new uses and aquaculture programs.

ST JOSEPH
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JENNINGS
JACKSON
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DAVIESS
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SCOTT
ORANGE
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WARRICK
POSEY
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DE KALB

KOSCIUSKO

PULASKI

SULLIVAN

Election ballots will be distributed by mail in May 2022. All ballots
must be postmarked by June 30, 2022. The election will take place
in June, and results will be announced in July.

STEUBEN

NOBLE

WHITLEY
JASPER

Elections will take place in all four districts. To be a candidate you must:

To learn more about serving as an ISA Director, or to receive a director
expectation statement, go to www.indianasoybean.com/elections
or call the ISA office at 1.800.735.0195.

LA GRANGE

MARSHALL
STARKE

CLINTON

• Be engaged in the growing of soybeans in the last two years.
• Certify ownership or share ownership and risk of loss of soybeans.
out director expectation statement and return it to ISA. (Director
• Fill
expectation statement must be returned by March 4, 2022.)

ELKHART

PERRY

WASHINGTON
CLARK
FLOYD
HARRISON

OHIO
SWITZERLAND
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Three new farmers elected,
five re-elected to ISA’s board of directors
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

T

a member of the Farm Service Agency’s State Committee
hree new farmers were elected to the Indiana
from 2017-2020. Buchanan, 47, and his wife, Jayme, have
Soybean Alliance (ISA) board of directors while
three sons: Mitch, Blake and Luke. Buchanan said his
five soybean growers were re-elected during 2021.
goals were simply to “continue the work of previous board
New to the board are Allen Buchanan of Fowler, Ind.,
members by being an advocate for Indiana soybean
Brian Warpup of Warren, Ind., and Dylan Christopher of
farmers.”
Brookston, Ind.
Christopher, 23, is a full-time farmer who began farming
Directors re-elected to the board include Carey
in 2016. In addition to soybeans, he also produces dent
McKibben of LaGrange, Ind., Gary McDaniel of Boonville,
corn and popcorn on his farm that crosses into White,
Ind., Kevin Cox of Brazil, Ind., Roger Bommer of Brookville,
Carroll, Tippecanoe and Cass counties. Recently married
Ind., and Keevin Lemenager of Monrovia, Ind.
to his wife, Kamrin,
Buchanan and
Christopher has also
Christopher were
been involved with
both elected to
Indiana Farm Bureau,
District 1, which
and he is an FFA
includes the
alumni and 10-year
northwestern
member of 4-H. In
Indiana counties
addition to farming,
of Benton, Carroll,
he also operates
Cass, Clinton,
a confined, swine
Elkhart, Fulton,
finishing barn.
Howard, Jasper,
Allen Buchanan
Dylan Christopher
Brian Warpup
“I hope to learn
Kosciusko,
new things and diversify my past experiences to create
LaPorte, Lake, Marshall, Miami, Newton, Porter, Pulaski,
new challenges to help me grow as a person and a
St. Joseph, Starke, Tipton, Wabash and White. The new
business owner,” Christopher explained. “I hope to be
directors are replacing Kendell Culp and David Rodibaugh,
involved in committees to help the community and
both of Rensselaer, Ind., who recently completed their third
everyone else involved.”
and final terms as ISA directors.
Warpup, 48, raises soybeans and corn on his
In a contested election, Warpup defeated incumbent
northeast Indiana farm that is in rural Huntington and
director Larry Wilkinson of Kimmel, Ind., in District 2.
Wells counties. He is a 1991 graduate of Huntington
McKibben was re-elected in this district, as well. District
North High School, and he completed a degree from
2 includes Adams, Allen, Blackford, DeKalb, Delaware,
Ball State University in 1995. Warpup has also served on
Grant, Henry, Huntington, Jay, LaGrange, Madison, Noble,
the Huntington County Community School Board, the
Randolph, Steuben, Wayne, Wells and Whitley counties.
Huntington County Economic Development Board and
the Markle and Warren Redevelopment Commissions.
Newly elected board directors
He and his wife, Nicole, have three children: Benjamin,
Farming in a partnership with his father, Bruce, Buchanan
Hannah and Maleah.
grows corn and soybeans on his rural Benton County
“I want to help promote and continue the development
farm. A full-time farmer, he has been farming since 1997.
of
opportunities for soybean growers within its current
Buchanan is a 1993 Benton Central High School graduate,
industries,” Warpup said. “I also want to find to ways to
and he earned a bachelor’s degree in ag economics from
keep soybeans as a high priority crop for Indiana farmers.”
Purdue University in 1997. No stranger to service, he was
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positions of authority.”
Bommer and Lemenager were re-elected to District 4,
In District 2, McKibben, 59, was elected to a second term.
spanning Bartholomew, Boone, Brown, Clark, Crawford,
A full-time farmer, he has grown corn and soybeans since
Dearborn, Decatur, Fayette, Floyd, Franklin, Hamilton,
1984 on his farm in LaGrange County. McKibben earned
Hancock, Harrison, Hendricks, Jackson, Jefferson, Jennings,
agriculture degree from Purdue University. He has also
Johnson, Lawrence, Marion, Monroe, Morgan, Ohio, Orange,
been involved with the Farm Credit Advocate Council,
Perry, Ripley, Rush, Scott, Shelby, Switzerland, Union and
the Lakeland School Corporation Board and the Indiana
Washington counties.
Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts.
Bommer, 73, is beginning his third term with the ISA
McKibben and his wife, Kim, have three children: Scott,
board. A full-time farmer, he has been growing soybeans
Lauren and Nicole. “I want to advocate and lead in any way I
and corn on his Franklin County farm since 1971. He
can to advance soybean product use and demand,” he said.
sold a 200-cow dairy herd in 2017. Bommer graduated
McDaniel and Cox earned second terms in District 3,
from Purdue University in 1971, and he has served with
including the counties of Clay, Daviess, Dubois, Fountain,
the Franklin County Farm Bureau – including 14 years
Gibson, Greene, Knox, Martin, Montgomery, Owen, Parke,
as president. He and his wife, Julie, have three children:
Pike, Posey, Putnam, Spencer, Sullivan, Tippecanoe,
Darren, Allison and Lisa. “I want to direct soybean checkoff
Vanderburgh, Vermillion, Vigo, Warren and Warrick.
funds to be spent wisely and to help move more soybeans,”
McDaniel, along
Bommer said. “I’d
with his wife,
also like to help
Shelley, and son,
promote new
Derrike, operate
uses of soy-based
a fifth-generation
products.”
farm in Spencer and
Starting his third
Warrick counties.
term on the ISA
They grow corn,
board, Lemenager,
soybeans, seed
46, has a cattle
soybeans, wheat,
operation in
hay and have a cowaddition to his
Carey McKibben
Gary McDaniel
Kevin Cox
calf operation. In
soybean and corn
addition, they also contract snow
crops. A full-time farmer since
removal and do custom hauling.
2000, Lemenager’s farm is in
They own and operate a family
parts of Morgan, Putnam and
wedding and events barn located
Hendricks counties. He is a
on the farm, as well. McDaniel
Purdue University graduate,
has been an active member
and he has also served with
of many local organizations
the National Cattlemen’s Beef
including Farm Bureau and
Association. Lemenager and his
southern Indiana livestock as well
wife, April, have two children:
as being a supporter of 4-H and
Brigham and Baylor. He said
FFA. McDaniel’s goals include
his goals are to “help utilize
Keevin Lemenager
Roger Bommer
promoting new uses for Indiana
checkoff dollars to increase
soybeans and educating others on the benefits of IISA
demand for soybeans to help the Indiana farmers who
membership.
grow them.”
Cox, 57, grows corn and soybeans on his farm that covers
The ISA election process continues, and ISA is
parts of Parke, Putnam, Clay and Vigo counties. A full-time
seeking candidates for the 2022 election. Go to www.
farmer, he has been farming since 1982. Cox and his wife,
indianasoybean.com/elections to read more information
Brenda, have three children: Trent, Sarah and Trisha. He also about serving as an ISA director or to download a director
operates a trucking business. Cox has served with Indiana
expectation statement.
Farm Bureau, the Parke County REMC Board, the Jackson
For details, call Madeline Lilly at 317-650-3296. The
Township Advisory Board, among other. A voice for Indiana
ISA will distribute election ballots to soybean farmers by
farmers, Cox said, “Agriculture needs individuals willing
mail this spring. ISA will announce election results in the
and ready to share their story with the media and those in
summer.

Re-elected to three-year terms
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Indiana Soybean Alliance calls for
candidates for 2022 board elections
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.
The Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) seeks farmer leaders
to join its 24-member board responsible for investing
Indiana’s soybean checkoff funds each year in programs
that develop new markets for Indiana soybeans, create
value to the state’s soybean growers, engage producers
in events and support farmer’s environmental, social and
economic sustainability.
The ISA Board of Directors represents approximately
20,000 Indiana soybean farmers who contribute their
dollars through the checkoff program, and it manages
soybean farmer investments. Eight board seats are up for
election this year. Applications for the 2022 election are
due by Friday, March 4.
In District 1, Nancy Cline of Kirklin, Ind., is completing her
second term, and Joe Stoller of Bremen, Ind., is finishing his
first term. District 1 includes Benton, Carroll, Cass, Clinton,
Elkhart, Fulton, Howard, Jasper, Kosciusko, LaPorte, Lake,
Marshall, Miami, Newton, Porter, Pulaski, St. Joseph, Starke,
Tipton, Wabash and White counties.
In District 2, both Matthew Chapman of Springport, Ind.,
and Elaine Gillis of Dunkirk, Ind., are completing their third
and final terms as ISA directors this year. Both positions
in this district are open. The counties in District 2 include
Adams, Allen, Blackford, DeKalb, Delaware, Grant, Henry,
Huntington, Jay, LaGrange, Madison, Noble, Randolph,
Steuben, Wayne, Wells and Whitley.
In District 3, one seat is open as Craig Williams of
Oaktown, Ind., is finishing his third and final term. Andrew
Miller, also of Oaktown, Ind., is completing his first term
on the board. District 3 includes the counties of Clay,
Daviess, Dubois, Fountain, Gibson, Greene, Knox, Martin,
Montgomery, Owen, Parke, Pike, Posey, Putnam, Spencer,
Sullivan, Tippecanoe, Vanderburgh, Vermillion, Vigo,
Warren and Warrick.
In District 4, Mike Koehne of Greensburg, Ind., and
Kevin Burbrink of Seymour, Ind., are up for re-election.
District 4 counties are Bartholomew, Boone, Brown, Clark,
Crawford, Dearborn, Decatur, Fayette, Floyd, Franklin,
Hamilton, Hancock, Harrison, Hendricks, Jackson,
Jefferson, Jennings, Johnson, Lawrence, Marion, Monroe,
Morgan, Ohio, Orange, Perry, Ripley, Rush, Scott, Shelby,
Switzerland, Union and Washington.

Each candidate must meet these requirements:
Has paid into the federal soybean checkoff within the
last two years.
Certify ownership or share ownership and risk of loss
of soybeans
Completes a director expectation statement and
returns it to ISA by March 4
Go online to www.indianasoybean.com/elections to learn
more about serving as an ISA director or to download a
director expectation statement. For additional details,
call Madeline Lilly 317-650-3296. The ISA will distribute
election ballots to soybean farmers by mail this spring. ISA
will announce election results this summer.

•
•
•
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Lt. Gov. Crouch joins ISA, Indiana Pork
and Indiana Foodways Alliance
to visit Tenderloin Trail winners
BY MATT KELLER

T

housands of Hoosiers participated in The Tenderloin
Lovers Trail promotion this past October. The statewide competition conducted in conjunction with Indiana Soybean Alliance, Indiana Pork and the Indiana Foodways Alliance resulted in participating restaurants receiving
hundreds of check-ins from tenderloin-loving patrons.
The five restaurants receiving the most check-ins on the
Foodways Alliance app received a cash prize from Indiana
Pork and 20, 35-pound containers of high oleic soybean
oil courtesy of ISA. The competition was such a success; it
even drew the attention of Indiana Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch.
“I loved the Porktober promotion” Lt. Gov. Crouch said.
“It was a great way for tourism and agriculture to come
together. We highlighted a Hoosier culinary tradition and
supported some of the state’s best restaurants at the
same time. The pork tenderloin has sort of been Indiana’s
unofficial sandwich for a century, especially in southern
Indiana. Now it’s really spread across the state, and
Hoosiers everywhere enjoy eating them.”
Crouch was so impressed with the competition that
she wanted to visit the winning restaurants. Along
with ISA, Indiana Pork and Indiana Foodways Alliance
representatives, she visited Four Day Ray in Fishers, Ind.
and Erica’s Place in Cicero, Ind.
During her visits, Lt. Gov. Crouch enjoyed the tenderloin

Indiana Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch poses outside Erika’s Place
in Cicero, Ind., with Indiana Pork’s Jeanette Merritt and Matt
Keller of the Indiana Soybean Alliance. Erika’s Place was
among the winners from last October’s Tenderloin Trail.
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Organizers of the Tenderloin Trail contest prepare to enjoy a
prize-winning pork tenderloin sandwich from Erika’s Place in
Cicero, Ind.

sandwich offerings from each restaurant, mused about her
favorite toppings and some of the best tenderloins she’s
ever tasted, talked about finding an opportunity to visit the
remaining three winners, and even suggested that it was
time to make the unofficial state sandwich the official state
sandwich of Indiana.
“The collaboration I see across the state continues
to amaze me,” Crouch said. “I am thankful we have
tremendous organizations like the Indiana Soybean
Alliance, Indiana Pork, the Indiana Foodways Alliance and
the Indiana Destination Development Corporation. All of
them want to support the different sectors of agriculture
and work together to promote our Hoosier heritage.”
With the many other trails that the Indiana Foodways
Alliance support, the Indiana Soybean Alliance is now
looking for more ways to partner with them to reach
consumers with similar promotions.
“We have 21 different trails that cover different types
of cuisine,” said Lindsey Skeen, Executive Director of the
Indiana Foodways Alliance. “We have trails for fried chicken,
pizza, ice cream, burgers and more. With soybeans being
used in livestock feed as well as Indiana being the top
producer of high oleic soybeans for frying oil, it seems like
there are multiple ways to partner with ISA in the future.”
Keep an eye out for future promotions and,
anyone interested in checking out one of the Indiana
Foodways Alliance culinary trails, find one online at
www.indianafoodways.com

When the world relies
on you for healthy food
choices, rely on SOYLEIC®
SOYLEIC® is a non-GMO, high-oleic option for
today’s soybean farmers — and those they serve.
•

Maturity Groups for Your Area

•

Competitive Yields

•

Added Value for Culinary and Livestock Markets

That means the future
of a healthier food system
isn’t manufactured —
it’s grown.
See why soybean farmers are
embracing SOYLEIC®.
soyleic.com

(573) 635-3819
734 S. Country Club Drive
Jefferson City, MO 65109
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Indiana Corn Marketing Council
to sponsor Catalyxx Inc.’s GrenOl project

C

blending component. Once
atalyxx, Inc. was seproven, our technology will open
lected as one of the
a gigantic new market for corn
winners of the 2022 Regrowers and ethanol producsearch Grant Program through
ers. This financial sponsorship
the Indiana Corn Marketing
from ICMC allows us to be more
Council (ICMC). The Research
innovative in meeting the needs
Grant Program is funded
of our customers, who want more
through checkoff dollars from
sustainable, bio-based products.
Indiana corn farmers as part of
Indiana’s farmers have made
ICMC’s Value Creation initiative.
great strides over the years to
Catalyxx, based in Chesterfield,
utilize the technology that allows
Mo., is a technology company
them to grow more on less land
that provides sustainable soluusing fewer resources per bushel.”
tions for producing renewable
Catalyxx CEO Joaquin Alarcon poses with ICMC New
Alarcon added that the Catachemicals for biofuels.
Uses
Consultant
Julie
Ohmen
in
San
Francisco,
Calif.
lyxx
process converts ethanol into
“We are excited to come
Catalyxx received research funding from the ICMC board.
higher alcohols efficiently through
alongside Catalyxx to advance
chemical catalytic conversion.
this exciting technology,” said
The technology will allow utilizaICMC Director of New Uses Julie
tion of existing ethanol assets by
Ohmen. “ICMC’s strategic direcproviding a “bolt-on” process to
tion to create value through new
produce a biofuel to substitute
uses for Indiana corn farmers
diesel. “Our company’s mission is to become
includes expanding market opportunithe world leader in catalytic chemistry that
ties for corn-derived sugars and ethanol
will allow the substitution of petrochemical
that create bio-industrial ingredients that
products, traditionally made from crude
are sustainable. Our engagement with
oil, for the same molecules produced from
Catalyxx is an example of how the ICMC
renewable sources,” he explained.
board of directors is committed to investICMC’s priority is to develop new markets
ing checkoff funds to drive demand that
for Indiana-grown corn. That can be done
will provide a return to Indiana farmers
through efforts such as increasing exports,
and rural communities.”
expanding opportunities for ethanol or creatCatalyxx creates a bio-based n-butaing new products made from corn. This partnol and other longer-chain linear alconership with Catalyxx fits with that mission.
hols from ethanol. This n-butanol is used
“Among the goals of the Indiana corn
to make other chemicals such as butyl
J.R.
Roesner,
Vice
Chair
of
ICMC’s
checkoff’s
new uses work is to highlight the
acetate and butyl acrylates, which are
Value
Creation
committee
and
a
versatility of corn while addressing a need in
valuable as a solvent or as an ingredient
farmer from Ferdinand, Ind., said
agriculture or the general public,” said Ferin formulated products such as cosmetthe corn checkoff’s investment
dinand, Ind., farmer J.R. Roesner, Vice Chair
ics. The alcohol mix can also be used for
in Catalyxx will benefit Hoosier
of ICMC’s Value Creation committee. “ICMC
diesel and marine fuels.
farmers with new opportunities.
is happy to work with companies such as
“We are honored to have been seCatalyxx as we look to expand markets for the corn grown
lected by the ICMC as the winner of this very competitive
in Indiana. We believe this research by Catalyxx will expand
Research Program” said Joaquin Alarcon, President & CEO
markets for our corn crop and create exciting new opportuof Catalyxx, Inc. “This project will allow us to characterize
nities for consumers everywhere.”
our proprietary alcohol blends as a diesel and marine fuel
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RESEARCH
RETURNING
REWARDS TO
THE FARM
Growing more and growing better both increase our bushels for the marketplace.

Understanding how to accomplish that requires intensive research. Working with the Indiana Corn
and Soybean Innovation Center at Purdue University, the University of Notre Dame, Indiana
University and farmers themselves, the Indiana Soybean checkoff invests in identifying solutions
for environmental stressors, weeds, pests and input use and costs — all driving toward

improved production AND improved farm profitability.
For every dollar invested in research, $18 returns to the farm.*
See research at work at Indianasoybean.com.
Investing in research with real impact.
Indianasoybean.com
*USB ROI 2022 study
Funded with Indiana soybean checkoff dollars.

THE FUTURE IS OURS TO GROW

