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GOOD OIL.BAD OIL.
When oil goes bad due to heat, oxidation 

and molecular changes, it can clog fi lters 

and not perform at its designed viscosity. 

Beyond serious deposit buildup, bad 

oil can lead to engine damage, lower 

mileage and higher maintenance costs. 

Cheap oil may save you in the short run, 

but it will cost you in the long run. 

That’s why CountryMark Advantage™ 

Lubricants are engineered to hold up 

to high temperatures and extreme 

cold. With detergents, dispersants and 

additional additives to reduce oxidation 

and improve viscosity, you can extend 

oil change intervals, reduce engine wear 

and lower maintenance costs.

Learn more about CountryMark’s Good Oil 
Advantage at CountryMark.com

©2020, Countrymark Refining and Logistics, LLC. All rights reserved.

South Whitley | 800.448.3965

Muncie | 800.894.5019

Crawfordsville | 800.720.0550

Avon | 800.525.0272

Crown Point | 219.663.5710

Osgood | 800.821.2629

Seymour | 877.435.3230

Shelbyville | 800.875.7427

Hamlet | 800.722.4948

Mt. Vernon | 800.276.7157

Liberty | 765.458.5141

Loogootee | 800.241.2288

Richmond | 800.866.2736

Whether shipping by river, road or rail, the soy checkoff is 
committed to ensuring America’s infrastructure is a significant 
advantage for U.S. soybean farmers. We’re looking inside the  
bean, beyond the bushel and around the world to keep preference 
for U.S. soy strong. And it’s helping make a valuable impact for 
soybean farmers like you.

See more ways the soy checkoff is maximizing profit opportunities 
for soybean farmers at unitedsoybean.org

MAINTAINING 
OUR REPUTATION 

TO DELIVER

unitedsoybean.org

Brought to you by the soy checkoff. 
© 2018 United Soybean Board. Our Soy Checkoff and the Our Soy Checkoff mark are trademarks of United Soybean Board. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners.
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Even after the Iowa derecho, 2020 may 
be record year for crops
Despite the havoc that is 2020, the year was on track to 
produce a record for U.S. corn and soybean crops before an 
Aug. 10 storm of winds and hail felled millions of crop acres 
through the Corn Belt.

11

Commodity markets jump after USDA 
Crop Report
Between Aug. 7 and Aug. 28, December corn futures on the 
Chicago Board of Trade had moved from $3.21 per bushel to 
$3.59, and November soybean futures rose from $8.67 to $9.50.

14

Concrete durability enhancer 
strengthens Indiana Infrastructure and 
demand for soybeans
PoreShield, a soy-based concrete durability enhancer 
developed from the Indiana soybean checkoff program, will be 
applied to 83 bridge decks totaling 330,000 square feet this 

year alone.

24

ICMC, Purdue corn disease research 
aimed at tar spot epidemic
When Darcy Telenko added the title of Purdue Extension Field 
Crop Pathologist in 2018, Mother Nature sent her a welcome 
present – Phyllachora maydis – a pathogen that causes tar spot 

in corn plants.

36
About the cover: 
Brazil, Ind., farmer Kevin Cox, who also serves on the Indiana 
Soybean Alliance Board of Directors is the new host of the 
checkoff’s Movin’ The Pile podcast. Learn more about Kevin and 
podcast on page 26.
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premature leaf drop; thus, another worker is gone 
from completing the task of building large seed. 
Fungicides such as Delaro® 325 SC are a great 
option with its strong triazole to stop and prevent 
further FLS infections. Once corn kernels become 
harder, stink bugs will move to soybeans, a softer 
reproductive tissue. Lap the outside of your � elds 

or utilize strong residual insecticides such as 
Leverage® 360 with your fungicide pass to hold 
these and other pests at bay. 

Keeping our peripheral vision primed on diseases 
and insects while ready to pull the trigger on 
controlling these pests with fungicides and 
insecticides, with a proactive scouting approach, 
can lead to a successful and exciting 2020 
soybean harvest. 

Seeds and agronomy. They’re the one-two punch 
for improving performance in any field. That’s 
why farmers in northern Indiana rely on DEKALB®

Asgrow® technical agronomist Jason Harmon for 
management advice. He’s been working in the 
area for three years and is a great source for local 
knowledge. Here he addresses some of this year’s 
pressing management questions.

JASON HARMON
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pressing management questions.

JASON HARMON
DEKALB® ASGROW® BRAND TECHNICAL AGRONOMIST

Delphi, Indiana

ASK AN AGRONOMIST

                                

IT’S NOT TOO LATE 
FOR APPLYING 
FUNGICIDES, 

ESPECIALLY IN THE 
PRESENCE OF LATER 

DISEASE INCURSIONS. 
WE MUST KEEP THE 
PHOTOSYNTHETIC 

FACTOR HITTING ON 
ALL CYLINDERS.

“
“

WHAT STEPS CAN WE TAKE TO PROTECT THE 
GREAT POTENTIAL WE HAVE FOR EXCELLENT 
SOYBEAN YIELDS HERE IN INDIANA FOR 2020?

The 2020 growing season has surely provided 
many challenges to soybean growers here in 
Indiana, but great potential is still there. The 
soybeans that made it through the tough seedling 
stage witnessed a strong dry spell into most of 
June. Soybeans planted early experienced dry 
seed beds, which led to a silver lining of above- 
average root zone development. Due to the dry 
June, these soybeans rooted down exceptionally 
well to keep access to water reserves deeper into 
the soil pro� le. This truly provides great potential 
for nutrient and water uptake. 

There are three basic components to soybean 
yields: number of pods, number of beans in those 
pods and the size of those beans. I believe the key 
is the size of the bean, which greatly in� uences 
yields. From where we are today, until we move all 
the way through all eight reproductive stages, there 
are many issues decreasing each variable in that 
basic equation. To focus on the size of the bean, I 
would like to remind growers that determination 
is around R6 and can last about 20 days. Did 
we or are we protecting that photosynthetic 
factor from diseases such as frogeye leaf spot 
(FLS) and monitoring the second-generation bean 
leaf beetles and Japanese beetles, as well as 
stink bug pressures?

It’s not too late for applying fungicides, especially 
in the presence of later disease incursions. We 
must keep the photosynthetic factor hitting 
on all cylinders.  FLS infects younger leaves 
on soybean plants, so scout the upper part of 
the soybean canopy. Once FLS takes hold, it is 
polycyclic and can spread fast. Once about 30% 
of the leaf is compromised to FLS, it will cause 

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Performance may vary, from location to location and from year to year, as local growing, soil and weather conditions may vary. Growers should 
evaluate data from multiple locations and years whenever possible and should consider the impacts of these conditions on the grower’s � elds.

Leverage® 360 is a restricted use pesticide. Not all products are registered in all states and may be subject to use restrictions. The distribution, sale or use of an unregistered pesticide is a violation of federal 
and/or state law and is strictly prohibited. Check with your local dealer or representative for the product registration status in your state. Asgrow and the A Design®, Asgrow®, Bayer, Bayer Cross, DEKALB®, 
Delaro® and Leverage® are registered trademarks of Bayer Group. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. For additional product information, call toll-free 1-866-99-BAYER (1-866-
992-2937) or visit our website at www.BayerCropScience.us. Bayer CropScience LP, 800 North Lindbergh Boulevard, St. Louis, MO 63167. ©2020 Bayer Group. All Rights Reserved.

FIND MORE 
AGRONOMIC 

UPDATES AND TIPS 
AT ASGROW.COM/

PLANTING
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ISA board elections
Speaking of voting, I’d like to congratulate the winners in our 

recent election of ISA board directors. Seven Indiana farmers 
were either elected or re-elected to board positions in this 
summer’s election. The winners include:

• In District 1, Denise Scarborough of LaCrosse, Ind., was re-
elected to another three-year term.

• In District 2, newcomer Steve Phares of Albion, Ind. will join 
incumbent C.J. Chalfant of Hartford City, Ind.

• In District 3, Mark Legan of Coatesville, Ind., and Derika 
Lynam-Spaetti of Rockport, Ind., were re-elected.

• In District 4, Jim Douglas of Flat Rock, Ind., and Anngie 
Steinbarger of Edinburgh, Ind., will return to serve on the board.

ISA focuses on four strategic focus areas: Market 
development, Sustainability, Value creation and Producer 
engagement. (See the story about the ISA’s new strategic 
plan on page 32.) Farmers who vote in the election must have 
grown a soybean crop within the past two years, must vote in 
the county they reside, and may vote once per farm entity.

There are 21 directors on the ISA board. Three are elected 
from seven different districts across the state. Farmers elected 
to the ISA board will start serving in December. Each will serve 
a three-year term.

Keller joins the ISA and ICMC staff
Welcome to our newest team member, 

Matt Keller. Matt will serve as ISA and 
ICMC’s marketing outreach manager, 
and will manage our consumer-outreach 
programs. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
Communications from Butler University, 
and a Master of Arts in Communications 
and Organizational Leadership from 
Gonzaga University.

Matt brings marketing expertise from his prior roles at 
Riley Children’s Foundation, Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
and ESPN. Most recently he worked as Marketing Director at 
RenPSG, leading strategic marketing and communications 
efforts. He grew up assisting his step father on a dairy farm, 
and is also familiar with crop farming through his in-laws 
who also farm. Matt’s first day on the job was Aug. 31.

Greetings from our farm in Decatur County. As I 
sit here and write this article, harvest is getting 
really close. The beans are turning yellow and 

losing their leaves. The neighbors are starting to chop 
silage and the corn is turning brown. What a great time 
of year!

This time of year is not all about harvest. Whether it 
is a county, state or federal election, this time of year 
is when all American citizens should be thinking about 
voting. Research the candidates who are seeking 
office and make your decision on who to support. The 
same skills we use every day on the farm can be used 
to help with this decision making process. Just like 
the way we look for new technologies or review test 
results of new hybrids that will work best on our farms, 
we should examine each candidate.

These efforts we put into making these decisions on 
our farms help us to be successful. We have the same 
responsibility as a voter. A responsible voter carefully 
considers the policies and programs that each 
candidate supports and does their homework before 
entering the voting booth. No matter how you do your 
research, and no matter who you choose, it is very 
important to vote. This is a unique American privilege. 
A privilege that millions of people around the world do 
not have. If you do not vote, do you really have a right 
to complain about the policies you have to live with 
after the election?

Don’t take this privilege for granted! Be sure and 
make it to the polls; and if you’re able, help someone 
else who may have trouble getting there. It’s just the 
right thing to do.

Voting is also a responsibility;
do the research

CHAIR ’S  REVIEW

Mike
Koehne
Chair
ISA Membership and  
Policy Committee

Matt Keller
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Full-Circle 
Return

unitedsoybean.org

Led by 73 volunteer soybean farmers, the United Soybean Board 
(USB) invests and leverages soy checkoff dollars to 
MAXIMIZE PROFIT OPPORTUNITIES for all U.S. soybean farmers.

*

HERE’S HOW THE SOY CHECKOFF WORKS. The national soy 

checkoff was created as part of the 1990 Farm Bill. The Act & Order that 

created the soy checkoff requires that all soybean farmers pay into the 

soy checkoff at the fi rst point of purchase. These funds are then used for 

promotion, research and education at both the state and national level.

FARMERS SELL BEANS TO ELEVATORS, PROCESSORS & DEALERS

ROI TO THE FARMER

Half goes to
the national

checkoff
for investment

in USB’s
long-range

strategic plan.

Half goes to
the state
checkoff

for investment
in areas that are

a priority for
that state.

EDUCATIONRESEARCHPROMOTION

*

1/2 of 1% of the total selling 
price collected per the
national soybean act & order

0.5%



 INDIANA CORN & SOYBEAN POST8   

ICGA wraps up busy schedule of
Shops Talks with federal lawmakers

PRESIDENT’S  REVIEW

Hello again. from my Clinton County farm. I’ve spent 
more time on the farm this summer than normal. 
Usually I have June and July meetings around the 

state and in D.C. Still had the meetings – “virtually!” I had 
to stop in the middle of several projects to log into a Zoom 
meeting. So much gets lost trying to communicate via 
computer, and I’m still trying to adjust. But, come the end 
of August, I ventured out to several shop talks around the 
state – complete with a mask. I even had the opportunity to 
represent you at Sec. Perdue’s roundtable in Milford, Ind.

It’s getting to be that time of year again when we start 
climbing into combines and start harvesting our fields. I 
understand the urge to finish one more acre or work an hour 
longer. Just remember, that’s when many accidents happen. 
When you’ve been in the field a little too long, your reactions 
aren’t always as sharp and your decisions aren’t always as 
sound. Please stay safe out there, and let’s have a great 
harvest.

As you know, though, the business of agriculture is more 
than the chores of farming. Among the most important 
things we can do is to get to know our state and federal 
lawmakers. The ICGA staff has done a fantastic job during 
this challenging 2020 to create opportunities to do that.

As I told you in my last column, despite the restrictions 
created by the COVID19 pandemic, ICGA hosted several 
“virtual” Lunch Break Webinars with government officials 
such as Sen. Mike Braun, Rep. Jim Baird and USDA Under 
Secretary Ted McKinney. Hoosier farmers enthusiastically 
participated in these online events. During this time, 
ICGA was among the few state organizations to grow its 
membership.

Then, during a two-week span from mid- to late August, 
ICGA hosted in-person Shop Talks on Indiana farms for 
Sen. Braun and Sen. Todd Young, plus Rep. Jackie Walorski, 
Rep. Jim Baird, Rep. Greg Pence, Rep. Larry Bucshon and 

Rep. Trey Hollingsworth. Due to politics in Washington, D.C., 
the time frame to pull these Shop Talks together was tight. 
Nevertheless, ICGA-member farmers opened their farms, 
ICGA staff organized the details and the lawmakers showed 
up to talk policy with farmers. I can’t thank Steve, Rachel 
and Lauren enough for the exemplary effort they displayed 
making Shop talks and Lunch Break webinars come off 
without a hitch.

These are essential events for our future. Whenever 
lawmakers hear directly from farmers about the concerns 
we have on our farms, those senators and representatives 
feel the priority. And, it reminds them that they come from a 
major agricultural state. Further, when lawmakers begin to 
remember your name or associate you with an issue, then 
you’ve accomplished a truly influential position.

ICMC board elections
As you know, we work very closely with our state checkoff 

– the Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC). I am fortunate 
enough to serve on both the ICGA and ICMC board of 
directors. The research ICMC funds helps keep farmers 
prepared for a growing list of crop threats. A relatively new 
one is corn tar spot, which is featured later in this magazine. 
Checkoff funding also promotes ethanol use through 
expanding infrastructure and exports to foreign shores.

There are 15 members on the board. The state is divided 
into nine districts with one director representing each of the 
districts, plus six at-large seats representing all of Indiana. 
In August, ICMC wrapped up its election of new board 
members. The winners include three familiar names and 
two new names. Congratulations Susan and Jerry. The newly 
elected board members are:

• District 3 – Jerry Osterholt, Roanoke, Ind.

• District 6 – Adam Howell, Middletown, Ind.

• District 9 – John Adam Jr., Sellersburg, Ind.

• At-large – Susan Brocksmith, Vincennes, Ind.

• At-large – Tim Gauck, Greensburg, Ind.

The ICMC board manages state corn checkoff investments 
and determines promotional, educational and research 
activities that can strengthen Indiana’s corn industry. The 
elected directors will serve three-year terms beginning Oct. 
1. ICMC directors can serve three consecutive full terms or a 
total of nine consecutive years.

Welcome to the board! I’m sure we’re going to accomplish 
great things for Hoosier farmers in the years to come.

Mike
Beard
President
Indiana Corn Growers  
Association
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One Idea
A-30519-1

Indiana Corn & 
Soybean Review

Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC) is proud to partner with researchers and farmers to develop 

new uses for corn. In the past, checkoff dollars helped fuel the development of ethanol – the most 

groundbreaking use of corn to date. Today, we’re looking for the next big thing and we want to hear 

your thoughts.

We are actively engaging with key industry stakeholders and leaders to scan the horizon for opportunities 

to bring forth new markets within the industrial bio-material industry. We are all ears when it comes to 

new opportunities to collaborate with you. Please contact NewUses@indianacorn.org with your ideas.

To learn more about Indiana corn  
checkoff investments, visit Incorn.org/icmc.

Together, the checkoff and farmers can 
keep moving our state forward.

Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dollars.

1
revolut ionize 
INDIANA’S 
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IS WHAT WE DO

JUST WATCH US

Our mission is simple: to grow profit #Cropportunity for 
Indiana soybean farmers. Last year, that came to $3.1 billion 
in revenue. And we’re always seeking more uses and markets 
to help keep this number on the rise. And if you’re wondering 

how much higher we can go …

for Indiana Soybean Farmers
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D espite the havoc that is 2020, the year was on track 
to produce a record for U.S. corn and soybean crops 
before an Aug. 10 storm of winds and hail felled 

millions of crop acres through the Corn Belt.
Even now, 2020 could be a banner year, since the 

extent of losses won’t be calculated until the two crops 
are harvested. A few weeks after the storm – classified 
as a derecho – barreled through mostly Iowa and Illinois, 
farmers, crop insurers and ag officials are still trying to 
estimate the damage.

Lance Honig delivered the USDA National Agricultural 
Statistics Service’s (NASS) Aug. 1 yield and production 
survey estimates in a “Lunch Break Webinar” for farmers 
hosted by the Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) and the 
Indiana Corn Growers Association (ICGA). “We would’ve 
never had the time to adequately measure that impact for 
yesterday’s report,” the NASS Crops Branch chief explained.

From the 84 million acres of corn expected to be 
harvested, a record nationwide average yield of 181.8 
bushels per acre was expected to produce a record 15.3 
million bushels, as of Aug. 1. This is up 12 percent from 2019 

and 8 percent from two years ago. Yield is up 14.4 bushels 
from last year, but 2019’s average yield of 169.5 was down 6.9 
bushels from the year before. Honig said before the August 
NASS Crop Production report was published, analysts’ 
estimates ranged from 14.9 billion-15.4 billion bushels.

And from 83 million acres of soybeans anticipated 
for harvest, a record 53.3 bushels per acre yield was 
anticipated to produce 4.42 billion bushels, which would be 
the second-highest harvest on record. “A lot of folks think 
that maybe the sky’s the limit on this crop,” Honig said.

Bean expectations of 25 percent more than last year 
would be a large increase if not for the fact 2019’s 
production was down 19 percent from 2018. Two years ago, 
nationwide yield was 51.6 bushels per acre; it fell to 48.5 in 
2019. Honig said pre-report trade expectations last month 
ranged from 4.13 billion-4.43 billion bushels of production.

Compared to corn, he said soy yield increases are 
stronger nationwide, even though both are increases on 
2019. “We’re just looking at good yields all across the 
growing area, not a lot of hot spots either good or bad,” 
Honig said.

Even after the Iowa derecho, 2020
may be the record year for crops
BY ANN HINCH
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NASS’ estimates were distilled from surveys of 20,000 
farmers and satellite tool imagery. These are the tools 
statisticians used to estimate production losses from the 
derecho for the September crop report, as well as “boots in 
the fields.” Honig added, “It’s going to be a little bit trickier 
the rest of the season, I think, getting an accurate handle 
on what that yield is.”

Crop loss guesstimates
Shortly after the derecho, Reuters reported the USDA 

estimated 37.7 million acres were affected by the storms 
– including almost 14 million acres of corn and beans in 
Iowa, along with almost 13 million in Illinois (as estimated 
by DTN and Gro Intelligence).

Chad Hart, an Iowa State University economics professor 
and crop markets specialist, said “The damage is highly 
variable, and especially when you’re looking at Iowa 
versus Illinois,” noting the impact ranges from crops that 

were snapped and 
flattened to those 
leaning but still 
productive into 
harvest.

As of late August, 
Hart noted that 
crop damage was 
centered more in 
Iowa than Illinois. 
He described 
some of the loss 
he’d seen driving 
around central 
Iowa included 
entire fields of corn 
ruined. “It was like 
a steamroller went 
through the field,” 
he recalled. Other 

fields were “a jumbled-up mess” of some rows snapped in 
half; others laid low but the stalks still live; the rest upright.

As of Aug. 28, Iowa Agriculture Secretary Mike Naig saidd 
the “intense damage path” in Iowa covered 3.5 million-4 
million acres of corn and 2.5 million acres of soybeans, 
with less impact on beans than corn. Hart explained the 
much-shorter soybean plants don’t snap like cornstalks; 
however, bean plant canopies can be damaged by hail, 
wind and debris.

The timing of the annual Pro Farmer Midwest Crop Tour 
could not have been better for a snapshot of damage, 
beginning a week after the derecho hit. Tour Eastern 
Director Brian Grete said samplers went into random fields 
about every 15 miles along designated routes, which 

included Iowa as well as Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Nebraska, 
Minnesota and South Dakota. He said they counted 
downed corn rows in production if they were at least a 
foot off the ground, but not if they were snapped or lower. 
Soybean pods suffered less extensive damage than corn 
ears.

Market analyst Pro Farmer, which is based in Cedar Falls, 
Iowa, published a report on Aug. 22 that cut 525,000 corn 
acres from USDA’s Aug. 1 estimate – 300,000 of these from 
Iowa. Pro Farmer estimated the average national corn yield 
at 177.5 bushels per acre and production at 14.968 billion 
bushels, or 2.2 percent below the USDA figure. Pro Farmer 
estimated soybean yield at 52.5 bushels and production at 
4.362 billion bushels, or 1.3 percent below the USDA.

Hart came to similar conclusions, estimating potential 
yield losses using USDA’s weekly Crop Condition reports. 
“Everybody wants that (total crop loss) number, and the 
problem right now is, nobody can give you that number,” 
he said.

Drought in parts of Corn Belt
Layered under the derecho damage is what Naig said 

is the most widespread drought Iowa has suffered since 
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September 2013; 96 percent of the state 
was in D0 to D3 stages in late August with 
the driest part in the western half. “If nothing 
else were happening in the state of Iowa,” 
he said, “we would be talking a lot about the 
drought.”

The U.S. Drought Monitor that week also 
showed abnormal aridity across northern 
Indiana and Illinois, though not as severe. 
Charles Hurburgh, Iowa State University 
professor of agricultural and biosystems 
engineering, explained the drought works 
with the derecho to create other potential 
problems. The acres of corn on the 
ground that may be harvestable were at 
the beginning of dent stage. So anything 
salvageable will still be soft and difficult to 
store with low test weights.

He and Grete both noted the longer those 
ears are on the ground with stalks on top of 
each other, it’s difficult for moisture to escape 
– leaving them vulnerable to toxin and mold growth.

As for cornstalks that didn’t snap, Hart pointed out they 
could still be stressed. Did the injury reach the roots and 
damage their capacity to move water and nutrients to the 
plant, on top of similar stress from drought? He described 
it as “double-barrel stress on an already weakened crop.”

But the derecho also ripped and toppled grain bins and 
damaged old crop stored inside. The Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land Stewardship has estimated in 
that state alone, approximately 60 million bushels of 

permanently licensed grain storage capacity was damaged 
or destroyed, and probably that same amount of on-farm 
storage capacity.

Grete said other bins in the path of the storms that don’t 
look damaged may have some structural strain. While the 
vast majority were likely insured, he said the timing was so 
close to harvest that the lost bins cannot be replaced in 
time.

Hurburgh said farmers who have lost these could use 
silo bags to store dry corn and, for wet corn, make piles in 
sheds or other temporary storage buildings, though this 

makes it admittedly tougher 
to maintain crop quality. 
Commercial elevators can 
put up temporary storage 
and arrange to transport 
some grain to undamaged 
bins elsewhere. “It’s pretty 
short notice to get too much 
constructed,” he said.

Even with old-crop losses 
to be determined, Naig 
said U.S. farmers carried 
over historic levels of corn  
storage from last year into 
2020, plus less ethanol has 
been refined this year in the 
wake of less driving during 
the pandemic. The country 
has enough overall supply to 
cover of domestic needs and 
exports.

CHECKOFF
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T he Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) and the Indiana 
Corn Growers Association (ICGA) hosted a Lunch 
Break Webinar on Aug. 13 featuring several crop 

experts including USDA-National Agricultural Statistics 
Service Crops Branch Chief Lance Honig, CoBank Lead 
Economist Will Sawyer and U.S. Soybean Export Council 
Consulting Economist John Baize. Beck’s Hybrids was 
the webinar’s sponsor. Based on Aug. 1 conditions, the 
USDA forecasted a record yield for corn and soybeans. 
When combined with the previously reported planting 
expectations, the United States is on track to produce its 
largest corn and soybean crop.

In the report, USDA-NASS estimates an average U.S. corn 
yield of 181.8 bushels per acre and a total U.S. crop of more 
than 15.2 billion bushels. The record U.S. crop was 2016 with 
15.1 billion bushels. For Indiana, the anticipated corn yield is 
188 bushels per acre, which is an 11 percent increase on last 
year.

For soybeans, the U.S. crop is expected to be 24.6 percent 
larger than 2019 at more than 4.4 billion bushels. In Indiana, 
the yield is anticipated to be a record 61 bushels per acre, 
which is a 19.6 percent increase on 2019.

Corn and soybeans in Iowa and northern Illinois were 
impacted by a devastating wind storm just days before the 
report. There were no estimates from USDA on the extent 
of the damage. However, the Aug. 10 storm’s effects were 
quickly felt in the commodity markets, said Chad Hart, 
an Iowa State University economics professor and crop 
markets specialist.

He said corn and bean futures took a few days to jump, 
then the market cooled off before jumping up again. 
Between Aug. 7 and Aug. 28, December corn futures on the 
Chicago Board of Trade had moved from $3.21 per bushel 
to $3.59, and November soybean futures rose from $8.67 to 
$9.50.

Hart noted the bean prices in late August were almost 
back to pre-COVID-19 shutdown levels, adding another 
factor is increased demand from China – both to satisfy 
purchase obligations to the United States under a trade 
deal earlier this year, and to feed its hog repopulation efforts 
after a disastrous 2019 with African swine fever culling. “This 
is giving us another shot to clear out the bins, move the 
2019 crop so we can make some room for the 2020 crop,” he 
said.

Mac Marshall, vice president of Market Intelligence for the 
United Soybean Board and U.S. Soybean Export Council, 
talked about Egypt and Thailand as emerging markets for 
U.S. beans and meal. He also said in early August, the U.S. 
added 1.1 MMT more soy exports, more than half of that sold 
to China, and that the U.S. is seeing an excellent pace of 
new-crop sales there and to other countries.

John Baize of John Baize and Associates agreed much 
is happening with positive impact on the soybean market 
right now. In addition to the USDA’s project record yield, he 
said, “You’re always a lot better to have more of something 
to sell.” Demand is growing globally. Worldwide demand 
is forecast to be 15.97 MMT more than in the 2019-20 
marketing year.

Commodity markets jump after USDA Report
BY ANN HINCH
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Worldwide demand for soybeans
China’s 2020-21 import forecast is 16.45 MMT greater 

than in the 2018-19 marketing year, and U.S. exports 
are forecast to be 12.92 MMT greater than in this past 
marketing year. Meal and oil exports are also expected to 
be strong in 2020-21.

Baize said there is an abundant soybean supply 
worldwide, as the U.S., Brazil and Argentina have all had a 
string of several good years. Despite low planting last year, 
the U.S. hasn’t seen a “bad” crop since 2012. He did say odds 
favor either Brazil or Argentina having a reduced harvest in 
2021 because of a developing La Nina weather system.

Another factor which could favor U.S. soy on the world 
stage is that the “real,” Brazil’s currency, is expected to 
strengthen during the next year and reduce its export 
competitiveness.

If world population and crop production both continue 
to grow at current trends, Baize explained there will be a 
global need for 80 MMT more soybeans in 2030 – this is 
equivalent to the combined production of Brazil, Paraguay 
and Uruguay. “The (market) opportunity’s there,” he said.

Although China’s soy buying has been up this year, 
Marshall noted, the nation imported a record 11.16 MMT 
in June, mostly from Brazil. Baize said it’s estimated that 
China needs to import 96 MMT per year, or average 8 
MMT per month. That means there is opportunity for the 
U.S. to sell as much as 32 MMT to China in the remainder 
of 2020.

Marshall explained Brazil’s sales spike to China usually 
occurs in the spring, which is the Southern Hemisphere’s 
fall harvest. U.S. sales spike in fall. The question is: Does 
China have room to maintain its purchase pace after 
buying so much already this year?

He also reported domestic crush has been aggressive 
in 2020. Animal agriculture took a hit from restaurant 
shutdowns disrupting processing lines, which created 
some backup in soy meal usage, but there has been a 
rebound. Also, more soy oil has disappeared into biodiesel 
refining. Through May, oil for biodiesel was up 3.6 percent 
from a year earlier and 19.3 percent from 2018.

Livestock look
Will Sawyer, lead animal protein economist in CoBank’s 

Knowledge Exchange division, gave an overview of 
the pork, poultry and beef sector in the Aug. 13 Lunch 
Break Webinar. Despite this year’s disruption to the meat 
processing chain, he said there has been a 1.2 percent 
increase in protein demand.

“It’s really interesting to see poultry production mostly 
flat, maybe down a little bit versus a year ago,” he said, 
adding at the same time the pork and beef sectors are 
working through their supply glut.

In the first half of 2020, the U.S. sold three times more 
protein into the Chinese market than in the first half of 
2019 – or almost 800,000 tons. The USDA expects a 
slowdown to normal in the latter half of the year with beef 
exports improving but poultry decreasing. USDA does 
not anticipate massive slowdown in pork sales for 2020, 
though it is expecting a 14 percent decline in Chinese pork 
imports in 2021.

“We still think there’s every reason out there for the 
Chinese to be buying the large volumes that we’ve seen 
so far this year” in meat, Sawyer explained. For the U.S., 
he said Mexico is still an important market as well, as are 
Japan and South Korea.

Domestically, foodservice demand for meat dropped 
severely in March and did recover substantially by 
Father’s Day, but not fully. The continued improvement 
he had hoped to see in that sector since June has not 
materialized. Profitability overall isn’t high, so he said the 
U.S. needs to continue expanding its exports.

USDA-National Agricultural Statistics Service Crops Branch 
Chief Lance Honig estimates an average U.S. corn yield of 181.8 
bushels per acre.

U.S. Soybean Export Council Consulting Economist John Baize 
said there is an abundant soybean supply worldwide, as the U.S., 
Brazil and Argentina have all had a string of several good years
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GREENSBURG, Ind. — More than just an education in 
food preparation, Mayasari Effendi learned innovation and 
business management at her grandmother’s knee.

Sari Banon Dan began her restaurateur career cooking 
from scratch for construction workers in Indonesia’s 
booming capital of Jakarta on their lunch break. As 
word spread about her food, she was eventually serving 
hundreds of people every day. She made a deal with her 
children and grandchildren: Work for me, and I’ll finance 
your college education.

Eventually she paid for 27 young people’s higher 
education, including granddaughter Effendi, who began 
working with her at age eight, later moving to Indiana in 
2004 to study computer science at Purdue University. 
Effendi, now 49, moved to Greensburg after school and met 

her husband, Rick Mays, where they both worked. After a 
few years, knowing his wife’s passion was in business and 
food, he invested in restaurant space in 2012 and the new 
co-owners opened Mayasari Indonesian Grill.

Borrowing from her grandmother’s idea, Mays, 57, 
explained, “The deal I made with (Mayasari) was, as long 
as she’s having fun, we’ll be here … She just loves what she 
does.”

So much, in fact, the couple have been scouting for a 
building to open a tempe factory. Someday, they plan to 
construct their own factory-restaurant complex so Effendi 
can host demonstrations on best ways to prepare tempe. 
There are no other Indonesian restaurants in Indiana, and 
only a couple others in the Midwest – in Tulsa and Chicago. 
According to Mays, the time is right.

Indonesian grill in Greensburg creates 
markets for Indiana soybean growers

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT

BY ANN HINCH

Mayasari Effendi and her husband, Rick Mays, own and operate Mayasari Indonesian Grill in Greensburg, Ind. Mayasari’s menu 
includes soybean-based tempeh, which is a protein food similar to tofu.
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“Indonesian food is actually very difficult,” he added. “It’s 
painstaking to make.”

One of those time-consuming foods is tempe (or 
tempeh, in Indonesia). A staple of Indonesian cuisine, 
tempe is made by dehulling and cooking soybeans to a 
softer consistency, then mixing them with a culture and 
wrapping them in aerated packaging (such as banana 
leaves or hole-punched plastic bags) to ferment in a 
warm, covered space. The result is a small, somewhat soft 
white square cake that can be sliced or cubed for frying, 
steaming or baking.

Tempe is a great source of protein and, similar to its 
cousin tofu, can be prepared to take on many delicious 
flavors. It can replace or even complement meat in many 
dishes – such as curry, on salads or be served plainly 
fried or steamed with a dipping sauce. Effendi is betting 
on many other uses, including a black soybean she is 
working with a local farmer to grow, to experiment with in 
her kitchen as the star of chocolate desserts since it has a 
sweeter taste.

“Whether as a main dish or a side dish, people love 
Maya’s tempeh,” Mays said.

Effendi taught her customers to try the new product, 
which they thought would be hard and not taste very good 
– and now she can’t make enough cakes to keep up with 
demand. In the restaurant she can produce about 100 per 
week, but they always sell out. She would like to be able 
to sell to chain grocery stores that have expressed interest, 
as well as ship to overseas markets (including her native 
country) – and that’s where the factory comes in.

“Right now we’re just going through a curve trying to 
figure out exactly where we’re going to be and what we 
want to do,” she said. She and Mays would like to start 

producing 500-1,000 units a day during a four-day week, 
building over a few years to 1.6 million per year. They want 
the factory to be open by early 2021, beginning with 20 
employees and growing to around 200.

She buys from local farmers; at the factory’s peak, 
she and Mays would like to be purchasing about 28,000 
bushels of soybeans every few months. It was partly 
through these farmers she learned about the Indiana State 
Department of Agriculture’s (ISDA) “Indiana Grown” brand 
initiative.

In addition to soybeans, she is also experimenting with 
tempe from other grains such as barley, chickpeas and 
split peas. “We have farming everywhere around us, so it 
was just a very good idea” to try to use different things, she 
pointed out.

“The farmers around here grow it, so we might as well 
take advantage of it,” Mays added. Effendi observed, with 
good humor, “They’re supportive of my craziness.”

Buying locally keeps the cost low and allows her to save 
on transportation costs and compete efficiently as the 
business grows. “This is my goal; we love the farmer,” she 
said. “I can work closely with them, and they can plant for us.”

“They’re the experts,” Mays said of the farmers. “We tell 
them what we want, and they say, ‘Okay.’”

Just as with her grandmother’s cooking, word has spread 
about Mayasari Indonesian Grill, which pulls diners from 
across the country and around the world. The owners keep 
a world map on the wall in which customers can put pins 
of their home. One of their regular locals is their son, a 
police officer, who eats there frequently. Their eldest and 
youngest daughters work there, and grandson Sebastian, 
7, is becoming a dab hand in the family business.

Like others in the restaurant industry, Mayasari sailed 

Above left, among Mayasari’s more popular dishes is Curry Tempeh, which ranges from Mild to Spicy Sensation. Curry Tempeh is 
served with steamed rice and cap cay vegetables. Above right, is a dessert called Pisang Goreng, which means fried banana. The 
dish is made of banana slices wrapped in a spring roll and fried. It is topped with chocolate syrup, powdered sugar, whipped cream 
and strawberry slices.



 INDIANA CORN & SOYBEAN POST18   

some rough waters during the COVID-19 shutdown, 
but received assistance from the Small Business 
Administration. It is partially reopened now, and carryout 
is also doing good business. One of its big sellers is the 
regular beef curry, though tempe curry is gaining traction. 
“Tempe is never replacing beef,” Mays said. “It’s just an 
option; lots of options in America right now.”

Victoria Herring said Effendi talked with her earlier 
this year about the ability to source more soybeans 
from Indiana farmers. The ISDA Economic Development 
director of business development met her through Indiana 
Soybean Alliance (ISA) Senior Director of Grain Production 
and Utilization Ed Ebert, “and it kind of just went from 
there,” Herring said.

Effendi invited her to an August business meeting at the 
restaurant, also attended by the Indonesian Consul General 
in Chicago, the Greensburg mayor, local businesspeople, 
farmers and soy entrepreneurs. The meeting was to 
promote cooperation in trade and tourism between 
Indonesia and the Midwest.

“One of the things that I always kind of try to do is make 
the connection for people that agriculture is business, and 
this specific event was a great way to do that because 
even when people do make that connection, often I think 
they think, ‘Oh yeah, ,the soybeans just go to livestock,’” 
Herring explained. While people are familiar with the 
“farm-to-table” concept, rarely do they think of soybeans 
as directly edible to humans.

There are grocery chains wanting to sell Effendi’s tempe 
in larger Midwest cities, such as Indianapolis, Louisville and 
others, she said. “She’s at the point where she’s needing to 
scale up, which is fantastic.”

In her role with the ISDA, Herring works with the Indiana 
Economic Development Corp. to help negotiate business 
incentives for and advocates on behalf of agribusinesses 
to explain the economic impact of such projects. These 

efforts tie in with “ag as a business.”
And as for the tempe itself? “Oh, it’s delicious,” Herring 

said of the samples Effendi served at the meeting. “And I’m 
not a plant-based person, really – I just really hadn’t tried 
very many of those type of products. And she had it in so 
many different forms.” Even the Indonesian representatives 
commented on the quality, and that their country’s soy 
demand is greater than what its farmers can produce.

Ebert said he and Steve Howell, ISA senior director 
of Industry Affairs, met with Effendi last year to discuss 
economic development and use for soybeans in tempe 
production. “We offered to assist Maya in the promotion, 
research and consumer information regarding this product 
at that time,” he said, adding she was in the formative 
stage of developing a business plan to expand production 
capacity.

He noted tempe is a unique product that follows earlier 
successful innovations for use of soy, such as tofu and 
soymilk, and that Effendi is a strong advocate to Indonesia 
for the high quality and ready availability of Indiana 
soybeans. He put her in touch with Herring after Effendi’s 
presentation during the Pan-Asia Soy Food Summit and 
Trade Show, hosted virtually by the U.S. Soybean Export 
Council in June.

“ISA continues to help in any way possible to promote 
this new use for soybeans,” Ebert said. “With the recently 
revamped (ISA) Strategic Plan, this project fits nicely into 
the areas of Value Creation and New Uses for soybeans. … 
This relationship with Indonesia continues to grow, with the 
potential to continue to benefit Indiana soybean farmers.”

Herring said a business on the downtown square in a city 
as small as Greensburg might not seem the likeliest place 
for an international success story. “No one would ever think 
that there would be this fantastic Indonesian restaurant 
there, and that the community would embrace it,” she 
mused. But it just showcases the diversity in tastes in the 
Hoosier State, as well as within agriculture itself.

Mayasari Effendi tells a story to a group of friends including 
Kristy Lowe, at left, of Low Pellets and Grain of Greensburg, Ind.

Indonesian arts and crafts are displayed and for sale at the 
Mayasari Indonesian Grill
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Thanks to your checkoff dollars, the Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) and Indiana Corn 

Marketing Council (ICMC) can partner with top universities to fund research programs that 

help improve conservation practices that benefit farmers while nurturing soil health and 

water quality. Moreover, checkoff research investments help address farmer challenges 

such as pest management, weed control and production efficiencies. Most notably, 

checkoff dollars helped to develop the new automated plant phenotyping facility at the 

Purdue Agronomy Center for Research and Education (ACRE). Inside the state-of-the-art 

facility, researchers measure, analyze and observe various plant characteristics. It’s just 

one of the many ways ISA and ICMC are invested in Indiana.

Visit incorn.org or indianasoybean.com to learn more.

Discovering ways to push 
Indiana’s ag industry further. 

Funded with Indiana corn and soybean checkoff dollars.
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ASA returns to Indiana farm 
where it was launched 100 years ago

T he Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) along with Indiana 
Gov. Eric Holcomb, USDA Deputy Secretary Steve 
Censky, ag broadcaster Max Armstrong and many 

more gathered to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
American Soybean Association (ASA) on the same farm 
where it was launched a century ago. One highlight of the 
event, Gov. Holcomb dedicated a historical marker on the 
farm.

“This historical marker couldn’t be more well-deserved, 
because the seeds the Fouts Brothers planted here, 
through years of hard work and innovation, have yielded 
a bountiful harvest for generations of Americans,” Gov. 
Holcomb said. “As we look to the next 100 years, I’m 
confident our farmers will continue building on that success 
and accelerating that growth.”

Deputy Secretary Censky served as an ASA executive 
for 21 years prior to accepting his post at USDA three years 
ago. He discussed the value of the ASA to U.S. soybean 
farmers. “The American Soybean Association has allowed 

the industry to prosper and become the world leader it is 
today,” said Deputy Secretary Censky. “USDA is pleased 
to continue being a partner with the association and its 
members, just as we were at Fouts farm 100 years ago at its 
creation.”

Celebrating this anniversary on the farm where it started 
was important to Hoosier farmers and ISA staff. “The Indiana 
Soybean Alliance is pleased to join with many partners 
to host this celebration,” ISA Chair David Rodibaugh, 
who is a soybean farmer from rural Jasper County, Ind. 
said. “This year has brought innovative communication 
tools to advocacy efforts with ASA and with all levels of 
government. Together we will persevere as we continue to 
navigate rough waters in the form of trade issues, livestock 
diseases abroad and a demand-altering pandemic.”

Roots of the ASA
The roots of ASA were formed when brothers Taylor, 

Noah and Finis Fouts hosted the “First Corn Belt Soybean

BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb, standing to the left of the sign, poses for photos along with the descen-
dents of the three Fouts brothers who founded the American Soybean Association 100 years ago on 
their Soyland Farm near Camden, Ind.
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Field Day” at their 
Soyland Farms 
operation in 
Camden, Ind. on 
Sept. 3, 1920. The 
event drew nearly 
1,000 farmers and 
their families from 
six states who 
were interested 
in discovering 
more about 
this emerging 

new commodity called soybeans. The National Soybean 
Growers’ Association – later renamed the American Soybean 
Association – was formed that day. Taylor Fouts was elected 
as the first president of the association. In the century since 
that start, ASA has been on the leading edge – focused on 
sustaining and improving the prospects and opportunities 
for profitability for U.S. soybean farmers.

“The ASA and the soybean industry itself has grown 
steady and strong during the past 100 years,” said 
Rensselaer, Ind., soybean farmer Kendell Culp, who is one 
of Indiana’s three 
ASA board members. 
“American soybean 
farmers should feel 
very proud of what has 
been accomplished, 
so far. And because of 
our history, we should 
feel confident in our 
future.”

Elisha Modisett 
Kemp, who is the 
state government and industry affairs leader for Corteva 
Agriscience, a world-leading seed company, is a direct 
descendent of Noah Fouts. She said her family has always 
been tied to agriculture, and they find satisfaction in their 
family’s history.

“Our family has prided itself on innovation, tradition and 
history. I come from a long line of farmers and agricultural 
enthusiasts who worked diligently to preserve the past and 
pass it on for future generations,” she said. “Now, 100 years 
later, I am working for one of the largest seed companies 
in the world. Every time I see a soybean field or attend an 
association meeting, I always have a smile inside knowing 
that my great-great grandfather and uncles were a key part 
in the work I do today. We are so grateful to the American 
Soybean Association and the Indiana Soybean Alliance 
for including our family in commemorating this historic 
occasion.”

ASA: Farmers helping farmers
Since its initial creation, ASA has grown to nearly 300,000 

members across 30 states. Soybeans are found in industrial 
products such as engine lubricants to concrete sealers to 
many dinner tables around the world.

Solomon Fouts, who was the father of the three Fouts 
brothers, received two varieties of soybeans from the USDA 
in 1896 to test the crop on his Carroll County farm. After 
several failures, Solomon gave each of his sons 160 acres. 
Taylor, the youngest son and a 1902 graduate of Purdue 
University’s School of Agriculture, was the first to seek a new, 
commercial protein source from soybeans. Finis and Noah, 
also Purdue grads, joined the effort in 1908. A year later, Finis 
harvested their first successful soybean crop.

“Their fascination with soybeans quickly increased, mostly 
due to its inherent qualities as forage for their livestock and 
nitrogen for their corn,” Modisett Kemp said. “At first, the 
neighbors thought it was crazy to see whole acres dedicated 
to soybeans, and they laughed at Taylor for his ‘high-tone, 
college ideas.’ But that laughter quickly turned to intrigue 
when they saw how the corn grown with the beans were, 
‘tall, green and thrifty looking’ and across the road. The 
corn without the soybeans were not nearly as tall and were 

somewhat ‘tired and sickly 
yellow.’ The Foutses’ hogs 
were also gaining about two 
pounds per day.”

In 1910, the Fouts brothers 
hosted their first local field 
day attracting farmers from 
nearby counties. As the crop 
began to become more 
popular, the Fouts brothers 
adapted existing equipment 
and created new versions 

of machinery for planting and harvesting soybeans. In 1924, 
U.S. soybean farmers averaged 11 bushels per acre. This 
year, Hoosier farmers are anticipating a yield of more than 60 
bushels per acre.

When the brothers hosted the inaugural Corn Belt 
Soybean Field Day on Sept. 3, 1920, the world was in the 
middle of the 1918 Spanish flu pandemic. Gov. Holcomb 
said the Fouts brothers’ pioneering spirit is found in Hoosier 
farmers during pandemics, droughts and other calamities.

“COVID-19 has produced a lot of uncertainty and injected a 
lot of change in our lives,” Holcomb said. “But again, Hoosiers 
and the Hoosier farmers are persevering, and figuring out 
different ways to grow and adapt. I always gain a lot of 
confidence after I spend five minutes with a Hoosier farmer, 
and they tell me, ‘We’re going to get through this just like we 
did the last one,’ no matter what it was – Mother Nature or 
manmade.”

Kendell Culp Governor Eric Holcomb Elisha Modisett-Kemp



FALL 2020 23    INDIANA CORN & SOYBEAN POST22   

Once your work is done, your checkoff dollars are being put to work  

all over Indiana. Now, there’s new demand for your soybeans,  

thanks to PoreShield. This revolutionary soy-based concrete  

durability enhancer is helping protect roadways statewide.  

Where other technologies just coat the surface,  

PoreShield penetrates concrete, filling and shielding the  

pores from damage. So you can be sure your checkoff  

dollars are being reinvested right here in Indiana.

Learn more at indianasoybean.com/PoreShield
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Every Indiana driver is familiar with the thump, thump, thump, 
of an uneven roadway—a telltale sign that concrete joints are 
deteriorating. What they may not know is premature joint failure 
costs $1 million per highway mile to repair, according to the 
Federal Highway Administration. 

Water is the enemy of highway structures. It carries deicers, salt 
and chemicals into concrete pores where they react and ignite 
a domino effect of damage including cracks, chips, gouges and 
potholes. Once the network of concrete pores is compromised, 
it’s all over for the concrete.  

Many highways do not have concrete protection, and those that 
do receive an application of silicon rubber, asphalt crack filling or 
hazardous surface sealants made of silane. In 2008, the Indiana 

Department of Transportation (INDOT) came to Purdue University 
seeking a more durable and sustainable solution to this costly problem. 
They partnered with the Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) and began 
researching Soy Methyl Ester (SME) as an environmentally friendly, 
longer-lasting alternative. This innovative technology has been 
branded PoreShield™.

Over a decade later, as PoreShield™ is adopted as a solution 
across the state, demand for Indiana soybeans continues to grow. 
Each 60-pound bushel of soybeans contains approximately 12.4 
pounds of soybean oil. There are 7.7 pounds of soybean oil per 
gallon of PoreShield™, in the form of Soy Methyl Ester. On average, 
PoreShield™ utilizes 400 bushels of soybeans per mile of highway 
joint. That’s around 7.5 acres of soybeans.

PoreShield™ isn’t just used in road 
and bridge maintenance; it has been 
applied on patios and walkways at 
universities including Purdue, the 
sidewalks of a fire station, on hundreds 
of driveways and can be used in other 
construction and architectural projects 
including parking lots and garages, 
curbing, buildings, dams and pipelines.

In 2009 when the Purdue research 
project took off, Paul Imbrock was 
an undergraduate research assistant 
working under Drs. Jason Weiss and 
Bernard Tao. Today he is president 
of Environmental Concrete Products, 
which offers environmentally friendly 
solutions to preserving infrastructure. 
Imbrock remains a technical consultant 
for the ISA.  One of his responsibilities 
it to develop new markets and increase 
the demand for PoreShield™, which 
means more soybeans get utilized.

“We were interested in SME from the 
start because of its ability to spread 
thinner than water,” Imbrock explains. 
Current solutions create a top layer—
or barrier—of protection and can trap 
chemicals in concrete pores. PoreShield™ 
is absorbed into the pores as a liquid. 
“Where other solutions work as a film 
cover, PoreShield™ protects from 
within the pores, preventing outside 
elements from entering the pores.”

PoreShield™ field trials began in 2011 
on US 231 south of West Lafayette. The  
results showed that PoreShield™ enhances  
the durability of concrete in a sustainable  
way. By replacing harmful chemicals and 
solvents with a soy-based protectant, it 
was poised to significantly reduce the 
use of harmful chemicals and volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs), compounds 
that have a high vapor pressure and low 
water solubility, by 90 percent. But 
change wouldn’t happen overnight. 

“Convincing transportation departments 
to change their standard protocol is a 
slow process,” Imbrock says. “Proving 
something works doesn’t mean it goes 
straight into practice.” 

In 2019 INDOT purchased PoreShield™  
for pavement joint application on sections 
of US 24, I-69, and I-65. INDOT saves 
money and reduces labor compared to 
the products and practices it replaces. 
Estimates are a 20 percent savings from 
PoreShield™ application on joint treat-
ments and a 25 to 35 percent savings 
from PoreShield™ surface treatments 
(i.e. bridges). These savings boost the 
state economy.

In 2020, ISA partnered with the United 
Soybean Board to establish the Infra-
structure Preservation program, which 
offers Indiana counties the opportunity to 
use PoreShield™ on their bridges with 
a material cost reimbursement. Wabash 
County was the first of seven counties 
to participate, and it already has plans 
to continue toward the goal of treating 
all bridge decks in the county.

Indiana is just the tip of the iceberg. 
PoreShield™ is ideal for states through-
out the Midwest that freeze, thaw, and 
require deicing, and for coastal regions 
with heavy salt content. 

To Imbrock, PoreShield™ is a no-brainer. 
“You’ve invested millions in concrete 
highway— something you want to last 
for at least two decades, and PoreShield™ 
has been proven to extend the life of 
concrete by over 5 times, in a recent 
WiDOT study.”(Xaio et al 2020)

Visit indianasoybean.com/PoreShield 
to learn more about PoreShield™ and 
other soybean innovations.

Concrete Durability  
Enhancer Strengthens  
Indiana Infrastructure and  
Demand for Soybeans

 
Where other  

solutions work  
as a film cover,  

PoreShield™  
protects  

from within  
the pores,  
preventing  

outside elements 
from entering  

the pores.”

Paul Imbrock 
President, 

Environmental 
Concrete Products

Across Indiana soybeans are adding years to the life of concrete. PoreShield™, a soy-based 
concrete durability enhancer developed with funding from the Indiana soybean checkoff 
program, will be applied to 83 bridge decks totaling 330,000 square feet this year alone. It is 
the only effective solution to preserving concrete surfaces, old or new; is safer and easier for 
applicators; and reduces costs compared to alternatives. 
Every Indiana driver is familiar with the thump, thump, thump, 
of an uneven roadway—a telltale sign that concrete joints are 
deteriorating. What they may not know is premature joint failure 
costs $1 million per highway mile to repair, according to the 
Federal Highway Administration. 

Water is the enemy of highway structures. It carries deicers, salt 
and chemicals into concrete pores where they react and ignite 
a domino effect of damage including cracks, chips, gouges and 
potholes. Once the network of concrete pores is compromised, 
it’s all over for the concrete.  

Many highways do not have concrete protection, and those that 

hazardous surface sealants made of silane. In 2008, the Indiana 

Department of Transportation (INDOT) came to Purdue University 
seeking a more durable and sustainable solution to this costly 
problem. They partnered with the Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) 
and began researching Soy Methyl Ester (SME) as an 
environmentally friendly, longer-lasting alternative. This 
innovative technology has been branded PoreShield™.

Over a decade later, as PoreShield™ is adopted as a solution across 
the state, demand for Indiana soybeans continues to grow. In each 
gallon of PoreShield there is more than a half bushel of soybeans in 
the form of soy methyl ester from soybean oil. On average, 400 
bushels of soybeans are used for every mile of two-lane bridge 
receiving a full surface of PoreShield™ treatment.

PoreShield™ isn’t just used in road 
and bridge maintenance; it has been 
applied on patios and walkways at 
universities including Purdue, the 

of driveways and can be used in other 
construction and architectural projects 
including parking lots and garages, 
curbing, buildings, dams and pipelines.

In 2009 when the Purdue research 
project took off, Paul Imbrock was 
an undergraduate research assistant 
working under Drs. Jason Weiss and 
Bernard Tao. Today he is president 
of Environmental Concrete Products, 
which offers environmentally friendly 
solutions to preserving infrastructure. 
Imbrock remains a technical consultant 
for the ISA.  One of his responsibilities 
it to develop new markets and increase 
the demand for PoreShield™, which 
means more soybeans get utilized.

“We were interested in SME from the 
start because of its ability to spread 
thinner than water,” Imbrock explains. 
Current solutions create a top layer—
or barrier—of protection and can trap 
chemicals in concrete pores. PoreShield™ 
is absorbed into the pores as a liquid. 

cover, PoreShield™ protects from 
within the pores, preventing outside 
elements from entering the pores.”

on US 231 south of West Lafayette. The  
results showed that PoreShield™ enhances  
the durability of concrete in a sustainable  
way. By replacing harmful chemicals and 
solvents with a soy-based protectant, it 

use of harmful chemicals and volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs), compounds 
that have a high vapor pressure and low 
water solubility, by 90 percent. But 
change wouldn’t happen overnight. 

“Convincing transportation departments 
to change their standard protocol is a 
slow process,” Imbrock says. “Proving 
something works doesn’t mean it goes 
straight into practice.” 

In 2019 INDOT purchased PoreShield™  
for pavement joint application on sections 
of US 24, I-69, and I-65. INDOT saves 
money and reduces labor compared to 
the products and practices it replaces. 
Estimates are a 20 percent savings from 
PoreShield™ application on joint treat-
ments and a 25 to 35 percent savings 
from PoreShield™ surface treatments 
(i.e. bridges). These savings boost the 
state economy.

In 2020, ISA partnered with the United 
Soybean Board to establish the Infra-
structure Preservation program, which 
offers Indiana counties the opportunity to 
use PoreShield™ on their bridges with 
a material cost reimbursement. Wabash 

to participate, and it already has plans 
to continue toward the goal of treating 
all bridge decks in the county.

Indiana is just the tip of the iceberg. 
PoreShield™ is ideal for states through-
out the Midwest that freeze, thaw, and 
require deicing, and for coastal regions 
with heavy salt content. 

To Imbrock, PoreShield™ is a no-brainer. 
“You’ve invested millions in concrete 
highway— something you want to last 
for at least two decades, and PoreShield™ 
has been proven to extend the life of 
concrete by over 5 times, in a recent 
WiDOT study.”(Xaio et al 2020)

Visit indianasoybean.com/PoreShield 
to learn more about PoreShield™ and 
other soybean innovations.

Across Indiana soybeans are adding years to the life of concrete. PoreShield™, a soy-based 
concrete durability enhancer developed with funding from the Indiana soybean checkoff 
program, will be applied to 83 bridge decks totaling 330,000 square feet this year alone. It is 
the only effective solution to preserving concrete surfaces, old or new; is safer and easier for 
applicators; and reduces costs compared to alternatives. 

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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Every Indiana driver is familiar with the thump, thump, thump, 
of an uneven roadway—a telltale sign that concrete joints are 
deteriorating. What they may not know is premature joint failure 
costs $1 million per highway mile to repair, according to the 
Federal Highway Administration. 

Water is the enemy of highway structures. It carries deicers, salt 
and chemicals into concrete pores where they react and ignite 
a domino effect of damage including cracks, chips, gouges and 
potholes. Once the network of concrete pores is compromised, 
it’s all over for the concrete.  

Many highways do not have concrete protection, and those that 
do receive an application of silicon rubber, asphalt crack filling or 
hazardous surface sealants made of silane. In 2008, the Indiana 

Department of Transportation (INDOT) came to Purdue University 
seeking a more durable and sustainable solution to this costly problem. 
They partnered with the Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) and began 
researching Soy Methyl Ester (SME) as an environmentally friendly, 
longer-lasting alternative. This innovative technology has been 
branded PoreShield™.

Over a decade later, as PoreShield™ is adopted as a solution 
across the state, demand for Indiana soybeans continues to grow. 
Each 60-pound bushel of soybeans contains approximately 12.4 
pounds of soybean oil. There are 7.7 pounds of soybean oil per 
gallon of PoreShield™, in the form of Soy Methyl Ester. On average, 
PoreShield™ utilizes 400 bushels of soybeans per mile of highway 
joint. That’s around 7.5 acres of soybeans.

PoreShield™ isn’t just used in road 
and bridge maintenance; it has been 
applied on patios and walkways at 
universities including Purdue, the 
sidewalks of a fire station, on hundreds 
of driveways and can be used in other 
construction and architectural projects 
including parking lots and garages, 
curbing, buildings, dams and pipelines.

In 2009 when the Purdue research 
project took off, Paul Imbrock was 
an undergraduate research assistant 
working under Drs. Jason Weiss and 
Bernard Tao. Today he is president 
of Environmental Concrete Products, 
which offers environmentally friendly 
solutions to preserving infrastructure. 
Imbrock remains a technical consultant 
for the ISA.  One of his responsibilities 
it to develop new markets and increase 
the demand for PoreShield™, which 
means more soybeans get utilized.

“We were interested in SME from the 
start because of its ability to spread 
thinner than water,” Imbrock explains. 
Current solutions create a top layer—
or barrier—of protection and can trap 
chemicals in concrete pores. PoreShield™ 
is absorbed into the pores as a liquid. 
“Where other solutions work as a film 
cover, PoreShield™ protects from 
within the pores, preventing outside 
elements from entering the pores.”

PoreShield™ field trials began in 2011 
on US 231 south of West Lafayette. The  
results showed that PoreShield™ enhances  
the durability of concrete in a sustainable  
way. By replacing harmful chemicals and 
solvents with a soy-based protectant, it 
was poised to significantly reduce the 
use of harmful chemicals and volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs), compounds 
that have a high vapor pressure and low 
water solubility, by 90 percent. But 
change wouldn’t happen overnight. 

“Convincing transportation departments 
to change their standard protocol is a 
slow process,” Imbrock says. “Proving 
something works doesn’t mean it goes 
straight into practice.” 

In 2019 INDOT purchased PoreShield™  
for pavement joint application on sections 
of US 24, I-69, and I-65. INDOT saves 
money and reduces labor compared to 
the products and practices it replaces. 
Estimates are a 20 percent savings from 
PoreShield™ application on joint treat-
ments and a 25 to 35 percent savings 
from PoreShield™ surface treatments 
(i.e. bridges). These savings boost the 
state economy.

In 2020, ISA partnered with the United 
Soybean Board to establish the Infra-
structure Preservation program, which 
offers Indiana counties the opportunity to 
use PoreShield™ on their bridges with 
a material cost reimbursement. Wabash 
County was the first of seven counties 
to participate, and it already has plans 
to continue toward the goal of treating 
all bridge decks in the county.

Indiana is just the tip of the iceberg. 
PoreShield™ is ideal for states through-
out the Midwest that freeze, thaw, and 
require deicing, and for coastal regions 
with heavy salt content. 

To Imbrock, PoreShield™ is a no-brainer. 
“You’ve invested millions in concrete 
highway— something you want to last 
for at least two decades, and PoreShield™ 
has been proven to extend the life of 
concrete by over 5 times, in a recent 
WiDOT study.”(Xaio et al 2020)

Visit indianasoybean.com/PoreShield 
to learn more about PoreShield™ and 
other soybean innovations.

Concrete Durability  
Enhancer Strengthens  
Indiana Infrastructure and  
Demand for Soybeans

 
Where other  

solutions work  
as a film cover,  
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the pores.”

Paul Imbrock 
President, 

Environmental 
Concrete Products

Across Indiana soybeans are adding years to the life of concrete. PoreShield™, a soy-based 
concrete durability enhancer developed with funding from the Indiana soybean checkoff 
program, will be applied to 83 bridge decks totaling 330,000 square feet this year alone. It is 
the only effective solution to preserving concrete surfaces, old or new; is safer and easier for 
applicators; and reduces costs compared to alternatives. 
Every Indiana driver is familiar with the thump, thump, thump, 
of an uneven roadway—a telltale sign that concrete joints are 
deteriorating. What they may not know is premature joint failure 
costs $1 million per highway mile to repair, according to the 
Federal Highway Administration. 

Water is the enemy of highway structures. It carries deicers, salt 
and chemicals into concrete pores where they react and ignite 
a domino effect of damage including cracks, chips, gouges and 
potholes. Once the network of concrete pores is compromised, 
it’s all over for the concrete.  

Many highways do not have concrete protection, and those that 

hazardous surface sealants made of silane. In 2008, the Indiana 

Department of Transportation (INDOT) came to Purdue University 
seeking a more durable and sustainable solution to this costly problem. 
They partnered with the Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) and began 
researching Soy Methyl Ester (SME) as an environmentally friendly, 
longer-lasting alternative. This innovative technology has been 
branded PoreShield™.

Over a decade later, as PoreShield™ is adopted as a solution 
across the state, demand for Indiana soybeans continues to grow. 
Each 60-pound bushel of soybeans contains approximately 12.4 
pounds of soybean oil. There are 7.7 pounds of soybean oil per 
gallon of PoreShield™, in the form of Soy Methyl Ester. On average, 
PoreShield™ utilizes 400 bushels of soybeans per mile of highway 
joint. That’s around 7.5 acres of soybeans.

PoreShield™ isn’t just used in road 
and bridge maintenance; it has been 
applied on patios and walkways at 
universities including Purdue, the 

of driveways and can be used in other 
construction and architectural projects 
including parking lots and garages, 
curbing, buildings, dams and pipelines.

In 2009 when the Purdue research 
project took off, Paul Imbrock was 
an undergraduate research assistant 
working under Drs. Jason Weiss and 
Bernard Tao. Today he is president 
of Environmental Concrete Products, 
which offers environmentally friendly 
solutions to preserving infrastructure. 
Imbrock remains a technical consultant 
for the ISA.  One of his responsibilities 
it to develop new markets and increase 
the demand for PoreShield™, which 
means more soybeans get utilized.

“We were interested in SME from the 
start because of its ability to spread 
thinner than water,” Imbrock explains. 
Current solutions create a top layer—
or barrier—of protection and can trap 
chemicals in concrete pores. PoreShield™ 
is absorbed into the pores as a liquid. 

cover, PoreShield™ protects from 
within the pores, preventing outside 
elements from entering the pores.”

on US 231 south of West Lafayette. The  
results showed that PoreShield™ enhances  
the durability of concrete in a sustainable  
way. By replacing harmful chemicals and 
solvents with a soy-based protectant, it 

use of harmful chemicals and volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs), compounds 
that have a high vapor pressure and low 
water solubility, by 90 percent. But 
change wouldn’t happen overnight. 

“Convincing transportation departments 
to change their standard protocol is a 
slow process,” Imbrock says. “Proving 
something works doesn’t mean it goes 
straight into practice.” 

In 2019 INDOT purchased PoreShield™  
for pavement joint application on sections 
of US 24, I-69, and I-65. INDOT saves 
money and reduces labor compared to 
the products and practices it replaces. 
Estimates are a 20 percent savings from 
PoreShield™ application on joint treat-
ments and a 25 to 35 percent savings 
from PoreShield™ surface treatments 
(i.e. bridges). These savings boost the 
state economy.

In 2020, ISA partnered with the United 
Soybean Board to establish the Infra-
structure Preservation program, which 
offers Indiana counties the opportunity to 
use PoreShield™ on their bridges with 
a material cost reimbursement. Wabash 

to participate, and it already has plans 
to continue toward the goal of treating 
all bridge decks in the county.

Indiana is just the tip of the iceberg. 
PoreShield™ is ideal for states through-
out the Midwest that freeze, thaw, and 
require deicing, and for coastal regions 
with heavy salt content. 

To Imbrock, PoreShield™ is a no-brainer. 
“You’ve invested millions in concrete 
highway— something you want to last 
for at least two decades, and PoreShield™ 
has been proven to extend the life of 
concrete by over 5 times, in a recent 
WiDOT study.”(Xaio et al 2020)

Visit indianasoybean.com/PoreShield 
to learn more about PoreShield™ and 
other soybean innovations.

Across Indiana soybeans are adding years to the life of concrete. PoreShield™, a soy-based 
concrete durability enhancer developed with funding from the Indiana soybean checkoff 
program, will be applied to 83 bridge decks totaling 330,000 square feet this year alone. It is 
the only effective solution to preserving concrete surfaces, old or new; is safer and easier for 
applicators; and reduces costs compared to alternatives. 
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Hoosier farmer becomes new host
of Movin’ The Pile podcast

K evin Cox has always been one who wants to 
make a difference. Whether it’s focusing on land 
stewardship or seizing new opportunities, like being 

encouraged to run for the Indiana Soybean Alliance board 
a few years ago, Cox often has a 
ready “yes”, even when it means 
his life turns upside down.

Residing near Brazil in west 
central Indiana, Cox, his wife of 
38 years, Brenda, and son Trent, 
farm in Parke, Putnam and Clay 
counties. They produce corn, 
soybeans, hay and finish cattle 
for freezer beef. Through the 
years they produced several 
different crops including seed corn, seed beans and seed 
wheat, popcorn, food grade corn, edible beans, tofu beans 
and high oil corn. They’ve also operated a cow-calf herd, 

and farrow-to-finish and hog finishing operations.
Cox is a big proponent of conservation in several forms. 

“We are trying to do all we can to be a good steward of 
the land we care for. We are very environmentally and 

conservation-minded utilizing 
no-till and vertical tillage in our 
crop production practices. We 
also implement the use of variable 
rate technology in all fertilizer 
and seeding applications. Erosion 
control and drainage has been a 
major focus as we’ve installed over 
2 million feet of drainage tile and 
constructed over 5 miles of grass 
waterways. Cover crops are used 

on our more vulnerable fields.”
When Cox was approached about serving on the ISA 

board, he was ready. “It was something new and different. 

BY SUSAN HAYHURST

Kevin Cox poses with his son, Trent, and Trent’s sons Carson, standing, and Parker on their farm near Brazil, Ind.

“We are trying to do all we can to be 
a good steward of the land we care 
for. We are very environmentally 
and conservation-minded utilizing 
no-till and vertical tillage in our 
crop production practices.”

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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Working toward a goal of developing new uses and 
products for soybeans is exciting to me.”

Known for his quick wit and thinking on his feet, Cox was 
recently approached by ISA staff about serving as host of 
the association’s new podcast called “Movin’ the Pile.” The 
podcast is produced twice per month and runs about 10-15 
minutes.

“Having no knowledge of what goes into developing and 
producing a podcast, I said, ‘no problem, when do I start?’ 
I’ve always said I have a face for radio,” said Cox, smiling. 
“This is an opportunity to reach other producers with 
information that’s important to their operations and their 
family’s success. As farmers, we need to keep telling the 
story of the importance of the checkoff program. We focus 
on checkoff investments and utilize university and industry 
leaders.”

Hannah Vorsilak, ISA’s marketing manager, notes Cox is a 
good fit for hosting. “We thought it was important to have a 
farmer host so he can relate to the farmers we interview on 
the podcast and the farmers who are listening,” she said. “He 
has a great personality for this project.”

Cox said the podcast is a “project in motion.” As it’s 
developed, the ISA staff continues to discover the best ways 
to spread the word to a diverse age group of producers. 
Cox believes the way to publicize the medium depends on 
the listeners ages. “Appealing to under 30 years old versus 
over 50 years old dictates massaging the message so it’s 
relevant to both demographics. The Gen Xers use email. The 
Gen Y are texters. Gen Z are more tech savvy and use apps. 
Every generation communicates differently so it’s important 
we share about Movin’ the Pile in their preferred media.”

Vorsilak said farmers can sign up to receive the podcasts 
via a texting service that allows them to get the texts sent 
right to their phone (text CHECKOFF to 31996), through 
emails, or a link on ISA’s website www.indianasoybean.com/
movinthepile. “In choosing our podcast topics, we look at 
what is going in the month and try to relate the topics to 
those events or activities.”

His family’s operation, TST Farms, stands for “Tomorrow 
Starts Today,” and they take pride in doing their best to 
be prepared for the unexpected. The unexpected indeed 
happened in 2019 and made a sizeable difference in 
Cox’s life. A bump that Cox had for more than a year was 
diagnosed as stage 2 cancer. During the next five months, 
he had four surgeries and 12 weeks of chemotherapy. 
“Believe me when I say I was not ready for that news,” he 
said. “I’m pleased to say that with a great medical staff, 
family, and much prayer I’m in full remission today.”

“I’m often asked how do you take news like that. I had just 
been teaching in my adult Sunday school class the Sunday 
before my diagnosis that it’s not my place to ask God why 
things happen. It’s my place to ask ‘what do I do now.’ I have 
to say it’s much easier to teach it than do it!”

Cox’s commitment to making a difference is exhibited 
through his gratefulness, convictions and love of agriculture. 
“It’s important to me as a producer that the good things we 
do in agriculture today are being shared with the non-ag 
community. I’m excited to have a part in telling the story of 
how we are Movin’ the Pile. I would like to encourage my 
fellow producers to get involved at the local level, and to be 
the face and voice of what agriculture is doing.”
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V ia a video presentation in August, Indiana Soybean 
Alliance (ISA) board member Jim Douglas spoke 
to a group of soybean oil buyers and users from 

Korea who participated in a program operated by the U.S. 

Soybean Export Council (USSEC).

Through ISA funding, USSEC has been conducting the 

Soy Oil Masters Program in Korea, a virtual educational 

program on the advantages of U.S. soybean oil, targeting 

individuals in crushing, oil refining, foodservice and 

manufacturing industries. To protect and increase 

the market share of the U.S. soybean oil, as well as to 

differentiate and promote the benefits, USSEC aims 

to educate the target groups about U.S. soybean oil 

advantages such as functionality, health aspects and 

sustainability.

Quality and sustainability were two aspects that Douglas 

mentioned in his video presentation. “Today, the U.S. soy 

advantage is anchored by exceptional composition and 

consistent supply of our soy and soy products, as well as 

the sustainability practices of U.S. soybean farmers,” said 

Douglas, who farms in Flat Rock, Ind.

“When it comes to sustainability, it is no longer something 

I want to see happen, it is something I need to make 

happen. As more and more U.S. soy customers demand a 

sustainable commodity, it is in our best interest to supply 

it to them. Not only is sustainability important for my 

customers, it is probably more important to the long-term 

goals of our farm. In fact, 11.4 million tons of U.S. soybeans 

sold last year were certified as ‘sustainable’ by the U.S. 

soybean sustainability assurance protocol. So as a buyer, 

you can be confident in the quality of U.S. beans. For U.S. 

soybeans, sustainability is continuous.”

By 2025, Douglas said, U.S. soybean growers plan for 25 

percent less soil erosion, 10 percent less fuel emissions and 

10 percent less land and energy use.

The Korean Soy Oil Masters Program was initiated on 

Jan. 13 and launched a website (https://ussoybean.kr/) to 

promote and provide a guidebook for the virtual study. The 

guidebook was developed with the Korea Nutrition Society 

and a local lipid chemist, discussing the role of lipids 

and SBO, refining technology, nutritional and functional 

characteristics of high oleic soybean oil and U.S. soy 

sustainability.

Out of 143 applicants, 83 passed the qualifying 

examination on May 19 and selected as Masters. To 

congratulate the new Masters and to provide a chance to 

network with the previous Masters from 2018 and 2019, 

USSEC hosted the Soy Oil Masters Program Online Awards 

on Aug. 26. The ceremony was delivered virtually due to a 

second wave of COVID-19 in Seoul. A total of 56 Masters 

attended the ceremony. Ji Soo Hwang from Lotte Foods 

Corp. received this year’s Soy Oil Master certificate. The 

ceremony included an appreciation message for the Soy 

Oil Masters Program and presentation on the team visit to 

Indiana by two Masters.

The Soy Oil Masters Program is becoming more 

acknowledged by the local food industry and the 

individuals within the market. Korea is the largest market for 

U.S. soybean oil exports, with the U.S. capturing 92 percent 

of Korea’s imports as of July. Two local refiners, Lotte Foods 

and Daekyung O&T, imported high oleic soybean oil from 

from the U.S. and launched in the Korean market in late 

2019 and early 2020, respectively. The Soy Oil Masters 

Program will continue to increase the preferences for U.S. 

soybean oil in the Korean food industry. The Soy Oil Masters 

are eager to visit Indiana when the pandemic stabilizes to 

learn more about U.S. soybean oil advantages.

Hoosier farmer addresses Korean 
soybean oil buyers

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT

Indiana farmer Jim Douglas addresses Korean soybean oil 
buyers during a USSEC program in late August.

BY DAVE BLOWER JR.
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octane, which allow engines 
to operate at higher pressures 
enabling increased efficiency 
and boosting horsepower. 
And Unleaded 88 delivers 
more octane for less cost than 
standard fuel blends,” Miller said 
during a reception for the race 
at the Marion Airport on Friday. 
“Unleaded 88 burns cleaner, so it 
reduces the harmful toxins being 
released into our environment.”

Using Unleaded 88 instead 
of conventional gasoline cuts 
greenhouse gas emissions with 
the same impact as removing 20 
million cars from the road.

Many ICMC partners 
participated as sponsors for a 
reception before the race. These 
sponsors include the American 
Lung Association, Casey’s, 
Dover Fueling Systems, Flex 
Forward, Greater Indiana Clean 
Cities, the Illinois Corn Board, 
Kansas Corn, the Kentucky Corn 
Growers Association, the Corn 
Marketing Program of Michigan, 
the Missouri Corn Growers 
Association and the Nebraska 
Corn Board.

To learn more about these 
biofuels, visit UNL88.com or incorn.org. To learn more about 
the retailer grant program, contact Helena Jette, ICMC Director 
of Biofuels at hjette@indianacorn.org.
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grown corn. Clean burning ethanol fuel blends not only improve farmer profitability, but also improve 

air quality for all Hoosiers while improving engine performance and saving Hoosiers money at the 

pump. Indiana is the fifth largest producer of ethanol in the United States. Right here in our state, 

ethanol plants generate more than 700 direct jobs and boost the rest of our economy with thousands 
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benefits of ethanol, but also invests checkoff dollars in expanding the number of pumps and locations 

across Indiana to expand ethanol consumption and bring value to Hoosier farmers. 

To learn more about Indiana corn  
checkoff investments, visit ICMC.org.

Driving demand for ethanol. 

45%  
of INDIANA 

C O R N 
production goes into 

ETHANOL 
PLANTS

Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dollars.

30416 19 ICMC Ethanol Fall Print Ad_R08.indd   1 10/2/19   10:23 AM

T he ground shakes as the competitors rev their 
engines before the race begins. Then, in a flash of 
color and speed, the cars charge ahead at speeds 

of nearly 200 miles per hour just to find out who is the 
fastest. What could power those engines and propel the 
cars to those high speeds? The answer is higher ethanol 
blends like E85 and Unleaded 88.

The Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC) was title 
sponsor of the Shift S3ctor Indy Airstrip Attack at the 
Marion Airport on Aug. 15-16 – using the event as a 
platform to promote use of higher ethanol blends like 
Unleaded 88 and E85 to the public in attendance and the 
200 drivers who took part in the race.

More than 2 million viewers watched the live-stream 
broadcast of the ICMC-sponsored Indy Airstrip Attack.

“At the Indiana Corn Marketing Council, our mission 
is to move that very large pile of corn to consumers 
who will make valuable food, fiber and fuel products 
with it,” said ICMC CEO Courtney Kingery. “This is why 
we sponsored this event. Corn-based ethanol and fuels 
such as Unleaded 88 and E85 are another valuable way 
consumers can use our farmers’ valuable crop.”

Unleaded 88 is a 15 percent ethanol-blended fuel, and it 
can be found at nearly 100 retailers around the state. That 
number is increasing thanks in part to ICMC’s retailer-grant 
program. The grant program rewards retailers for installing 
new higher ethanol blend pumps. Unleaded 88 is a higher 
octane fuel that increases the efficiency and boosts the 
horsepower of today’s engines, but it also burns cleaner 
than conventional unleaded gasoline leaving the air easier 
to breathe.

ICMC President Josh Miller, who farms in rural Madison 
County, Ind., said those are a few of the reasons why the 
checkoff wanted to tout the fuel at a motor race.

“Ethanol-blended fuels like Unleaded 88 have a higher 

ICMC promotes Unleaded 88
during Indy Airstrip Attack race
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

ICMC Board member Jeff 
Gormong, who farms near 
Terre Haute, Ind., takes a 
peek inside a Shift S3ctor 
race car sponsored by ICMC.

ICMC Biofuels Director 
Helena Jette poses with 
Shift S3ctor Founding 
Partner Jason Huang prior 
to the Indy Airstrip Attack.

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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Increase red meat and 
poultry exports to 
targeted counties

Meet nutrient loss reduction goals for Indiana

Continue to increase the number of 
acres in Indiana utilizing 
environmentally and economically 
sustainable production practices
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to the community
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on-farm profitability
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production and input costs and 
improve on-farm profitability
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to decision makers

www.indianasoybean.com

Convey checkof f success to decision makers

Convey economic value of agriculture

Support research for developing 
food products that increase the 
value of soybean products

Develop technologies in food, 
beverage and industrial markets

Minimize regulatory barriers 
for new products

Develop new industrial uses for 
soybean products, with a focus 
on petroleum replacements 

Drive adoption of PoreShieldTM 
and complementary products

Provide consumers with 
biobased ingredients

Promote checkof f 
through partners
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Increase livestock and 
meat exports

OUR STRATEGIC FOCUS AREAS

T he mission of the Indiana Corn Marketing Council 
(ICMC) is to enhance the value of corn for Indiana 
farmers. The ICMC’s vision is to be a catalyst for 

innovation and leadership for Indiana’s grain industry.
Similarly, The Indiana Soybean Alliance’s (ISA) mission 

is to improve the viability of soybean farmers and industry 
partners. ISA’s long-term vision is to be a leading resource 
for Indiana agriculture.

These are lofty goals, but achievable. The ideals 
expressed in these statements can only come to reality with 
careful consideration and focused planning. Among the chief 
tasks for the ISA and ICMC boards of directors in 2020 was 
to complete three-year, strategic plans. These plans were to 
reflect the priorities for managing checkoff resources.

This summer, each checkoff board approved a strategic 
plan.

Indiana soybean, corn checkoff boards
approve three-year strategic plans
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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“You need a roadmap to help you get to where you’re 
going,” said Nancy Cline, an ISA board member and a farmer 
from Kirklin, Ind. “That’s really what these strategic plans 
provide. The plans help us keep our eyes on the road so 
we accomplish the goals we’re driving toward. We had 
many thoughtful discussions during this process. It was very 
enlightening.”

The checkoffs engaged nearly 200 participants, including 
industry leaders, former board members and current staff, 
in multiple sessions to develop a new strategic direction. 
Perceptions and insights were captured in many ways as 
groundwork for each organization’s three year strategy. 
Through surveys, assessment of key industry trends, 
industry expert interviews and board member forums, 
strategic plan committees and staff merged and purged 
dozens of ideas into four focus areas each for ISA and ICMC.

“Early in the process of developing this plan, we collected 
a massive amount of information,” said ICMC board member 
Tim Gauck, who is a corn grower from rural Decatur County, 

Ind. “I had my doubts that all of these ideas could be pared 
down into a brief, workable plan, but we did get there. After 
quite a bit of work, I’m satisfied the with end result.”

Four strategic focus areas
Both the ISA and ICMC boards agreed upon the same four 

strategic focus areas. These focus areas are:

• Market development

• Sustainability

• Value creation

• Producer engagement

Market Development, simply put, is moving the pile of 
corn and soybeans that Hoosier farmers produce each year. 
This can be accomplished by working with partners or end 
users to accelerate the demand for soybeans and corn in all 
forms.

Sustainability is a broad term that covers many aspects of 
agriculture. In the two strategic plans, this term is a three-

Ethanol infrastructure support

Increase exports to Mexico, 
Colombia and South Korea

Meet nutrient loss reduction goals 
for Indiana

Convey sustainability messaging 
to consumers

Create resources for 
farmer information

Develop ROI measurement 
for activities

Provide producer 
engagement activities

Promote checkof  f programs 
through partnerships

Seek feedback on 
producer needs

Develop technologies in 
food, beverage and 
industrial markets

Facilitate regulatory 
approvals for corn products
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Increase market access and 
grow international and domestic 
demand for corn in all forms

Continue to increase the number of 
acres in Indiana utilizing sustainable 
production practices

Expand reach to strengthen 
consumers’ perceptions and increase 
community awareness regarding 
farm sustainability practices

Increase awareness and 
understanding of the 
ICMC checkof  f programs 
and return on investment 
for Indiana corn farmers

Develop new value-added 
markets and products 
from corn in all forms

Create additional 
opportunities for farmers 
to engage with ICMC aside 
from joining the Board

OUR STRATEGIC FOCUS AREAS

Initiatives

Strategic
Objectives Identify opportunities to improve 

on-farm profitability

Seek non-traditional value generation

Support ef  forts that reduce 
production and input costs and 
improved on-farm profitability
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legged stool that supports the environmental, societal and 
economic sustainability goals. Without addressing all three 
aspects of sustainability, Indiana agriculture with suffer.

The Value Creation focus area strives to improve the value 
of the corn and soybeans already produced in the state. This 
can be achieved by supporting research for developing new 
uses for each crop and finding markets for these products.

Producer Engagement involves sharing the message 
of checkoff projects with the Hoosier farmers who pay for 
them and engaging them in programs that help improve 
their farming operation. Mostly through communications 
and program events, the ISA and ICMC wish to be 
transparent in their efforts to support Indiana farmers.

ISA Strategic Plan
Increasing livestock and 

meat exports is the first 
strategic initiative under Market 
Development. Because livestock 
producers are a top customer 
for Indiana’s soybean growers, 
the health of the state’s livestock 
farms are vital. Increasing red 
meat and poultry exports to 
targeted countries will, in turn, 
support the state’s soybean 
industry.

Increasing the market preference and number of 
exports for U.S. soybeans and soybean products is another 
objective. ISA intends to accomplish this by boosting 
exports to South Korea and Colombia, investing in feed 
trials, utilizing industry partners to increase biodiesel 
demand and promoting checkoff success to critical decision 
makers.

The plan’s objectives in Sustainability are three-fold. 
First, ISA plans to continue to increase the number of acres 
in Indiana utilizing environmentally and economically 
sustainable production practices. Next, ISA seeks to 
increase public awareness of agriculture and its economic 
value to the community. And finally, ISA will support efforts 
that reduce production and input costs and improve on-
farm profitability.

For Value Creation, ISA plans to invest in growing the 
market for high-oleic soybean oil foods and products. Also, 

ISA will support research for developing food products 
that increase the value of soybean products. Creating new 
industrial uses for soybean products, with an emphasis 
on replacing petroleum-based items, is another strategic 
objective in this area.

Under Producer Engagement, ISA wants to increase the 
awareness and understanding of checkoff programs by 
all Indiana farmers. To go along with that, ISA expects to 
increase farmer participating in its programs and events.

ICMC Strategic Plan
Boosting market access 

and growing international and 
domestic demand for corn 
in all forms is the primary 
strategic objective for Market 
Development in the ICMC plan. 
This will be achieved, in part, 
by increasing corn exports to 
Mexico, Colombia and South 
Korea; also, ICMC plans to 
expand infrastructure for ethanol 
retailers.

“Making sure consumers have access to higher blends of 
ethanol is key to our success,” Gauck said.

A vital component to the ICMC Sustainability plan is to 
strengthen consumers’ perceptions and increase public 
awareness regarding farm sustainability practices. ICMC 
plans to continue expanding the number of Indiana acres 
utilizing sustainable production practices, and it supports 
efforts that reduce production and input costs for improved 
on-farm profitability.

For Value Creation, ICMC plans to develop new, value-
added markets and products from corn in all forms. The 
focus will be to create technologies in food, beverage and 
industrial markets. ICMC will facilitate regulatory approvals 
for corn-made products.

Finally, under Producer Engagement, the plan expects 
to increase awareness and understanding of the ICMC’s 
programs, and its return on investment for Hoosier corn 
farmers. The plan also will create more opportunities for 
farmers to engage with ICMC. ICMC will seek feedback on 
farmers’ needs, provide new opportunities to get involved 
and promote checkoff programs through its partners.

Nancy Cline

Tim Gauck

OUR STRATEGIC FOCUS AREAS

MARKET 
DEVELOPMENT
Move the Pile: 
Working with partners 
to accelerate demand 
for corn in all forms

VALUE CREATION
Increase value: 
Finding new markets 
and new uses for corn 
and increasing the 
value of corn grown.

PRODUCER 
ENGAGEMENT
Sharing the checkof f 
story: Engaging more 
deeply with Indiana’s 
20,000 corn farmers 

SUSTAINABILITY
Three-legged stool 
of sustainability: 
Environmental, 
community and 
economic
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T he Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC) provided 
a U.S. Grains Council (USGC) Mexico Trade Team a 
virtual overview of the production of U.S. ethanol and 

Dried Distillers Grains with Solubles as well as the latest on 
U.S. corn crop conditions. This activity is part of the USGC’s 
work to continue promoting U.S. DDGS in the region despite 
COVID-19-related restrictions on the organization’s in-
person feeding trials and market development work in the 
relatively remote region of Mexico.

“The visit helped these producers see firsthand how 
DDGS is manufactured and gain confidence 
in the supply of the co-product,” said Javier 
Chavez, USGC marketing specialist in 
Mexico. “These participants have never been 
on a Council-sponsored program, so this 
was the first time that many of them have 
seen an ethanol plant.”

USGC collaborated with ICMC and 
Cardinal Ethanol to put the program 
together. The virtual trade team included 
videos of Indiana cornfields and discussions 
of the DDGS production process at an 
ethanol plant near Winchester, Ind. The corn 
farmers who participated both in the video 
presentations and live question-and-answer 
sessions also raise cattle and dairy cows, 
which added to an exchange on the use of 
DDGS in bovine diets.

“Everyone put in their grain of sand,” Chavez said. “The 
team experience offered greater confidence and security 
for cattle producers to use DDGS and obtain better 
productive and economic performance in their cattle.”

Most attendees were small to medium-sized cattle 
producers, but some local feed consultants and 
universities staff also participated. Because the virtual 
trade team included farmers discussing their field 
conditions in Indiana, USGC also included the main grain 
buyer in the Yucatan Peninsula and Mexico’s biggest swine 
producers, which are located in the region.

“Since the Southeast Mexico market is divided into small 
producers, we would have not brought them to the United 
States on a mission under normal conditions,” Chavez 
said. “Video platforms have provided an opportunity to 
bring the U.S. grain value chain to them so they can ask 
important questions and interact with U.S. farmers, grain 
traders and others.

“The activity demonstrated that there is substantial 
infrastructure behind DDGS, assuring these customers of 
the product’s quality and supply over the long-term.”

Reinforcing that U.S. DDGS supplies remain available is 
especially important as the region experienced shortages 
or non-competitive pricing in April and May due to the
U.S production shortfall related to the outbreak of 
COVID-19 and an increase in the exchange rate between 
the U.S. dollar and the Mexican peso. After purchases of 
the feed ingredient fell essentially flat in April and May, 

exports to southeast Mexico are regaining 
strength.

While these sales are small compared to 
the northern Mexican market, they continue 
to represent an area of growth and expansion 
for U.S. exports. The USGC’s strategy in 
the region had been hands-on, relying on 
field trials with key industry stakeholders 
and direct follow-ups that promote a 
snowball of demand building. When travel 
restrictions were imposed, the Council 
and consultants Ruben Aguilera Sosa and 
Eduardo Christensen immediately started to 
brainstorm alternative methods to keep in 
contact with end-users and distributors.

“Our work in Southeast Mexico has been 
affected - like all activities in the world - by 

COVID-19,” Chavez said. “However, thanks to teamwork, 
we have developed and sent informative capsules about 
DDGS via WhatsApp and conducted video conferences 
like this program via Zoom that have allowed us – from 
home – to continue promoting the productive and 
economic benefits of DDGS for cattle production.”

When possible, USGC will resume in-person visits to 
these producers on their ranches and to continue with 
feeding trials. The Council is also planning on expanding 
both virtual and future in-person projects to reach out into 
other relatively remote areas of Mexico and into Belize.

“The Council keeps itself relevant to producers in 
Southeast Mexico by providing information, education 
and market news,” Chavez said. “There is still plenty to do 
and the Council will stay in contact with DDGS producers, 
technicians, marketers and end-users through all means 
possible to keep the nutritional and economic benefits of 
DDGS supplementation at the forefront of their minds and 
their operations.”

USGC shifts to virtual trade team visit
with Mexican corn buyers

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT

Cardinal Ethanol President 
and CEO Jeff Painter was 
featured in a virtual trade 
team visit with corn buyers 
from Mexico in August.



 INDIANA CORN & SOYBEAN POST36   

W hen Darcy Telenko, a Purdue University assistant 
professor, added the title of Extension Field 
Crop Pathologist in 2018, Mother Nature sent 

her a welcome present – Phyllachora maydis, a pathogen 
that causes tar spot in corn plants.

“The tar spot epidemic landed in my lap. The first calls I 
received as the new Purdue Extension Field Crop Pathology 
Specialist were about an issue in corn, and it turned out to 
be tar spot,” Telenko said.

As the 2018 crop season finished 
out, Telenko was among the first to 
document an epidemic of this new 
corn disease in the U.S. The Purdue 
Plant and Pest Diagnostic Lab 
(PPDL) was the first to document tar 
spot when it showed up in Indiana 
and Illinois counties. In the years 
following, the disease continued to 
rear its head in these states, and was 
also found in Wisconsin, Michigan, 
Iowa and Florida.

Telenko and her fellow researchers 
started to track and develop research 
plans as the 2018 epidemic began to 
affect Indiana farmers. “The pathogen 
was slowly building up inoculum in 
these areas and during 2018, we had 
conducive weather conditions that 
allowed this disease to reach yield-
limiting levels,” she said.

The fungus that causes tar spot requires a living host 
to grow and reproduce. Its fungal structures or stromata 
provide an identifying feature — small, raised, black circular 
spots, which can be present on live or dead corn tissue and 
sometimes exhibit a tan halo called a “fish-eye” lesion. As 
these spots build up on a healthy plant, they can lead to 
blight and potentially kill the entire plant as it grows and 
finishes grain fill. The yield losses in Indiana ranged from 20-
60, and sometimes more, bushels per acre.

“We have learned that it does overwinter on infected corn 

debris on the soil surface,” Telenko said. “During favorable 
environmental conditions, the fungus will release its spores 
that will infect corn leaves, stalks and husks.”

Telenko is in year two of coordinated research directed 
at the disease in Indiana and the U.S. Along with Christian 
Cruz, also an assistant professor and epidemiologist, Telenko 
is the research lead on an ICMC-funded project at Purdue. 
After the 2019 field trials, Telenko determined that a number 

of fungicide options can help manage 
tar spot, but further research is 
needed to define the best application 
timing.

Telenko and her team are carrying 
out a number of field trials evaluating 
fungicide efficacy, timing and host 
resistance. She also helped initiate 
multi-state collaborative research 
on tar spot with other Extension 
specialists and researchers in nine 
states that work closely with the Crop 
Protection Network to understand the 
biology and management of tar spot 
in corn.

Telenko’s research and Extension 
program goal is to promote 
sustainable and economically-sound 
disease management practices in 
Indiana field crops

As part of Telenko’s ICMC-funded 
project, support is included for 

collecting tar spot samples and Indiana farmers may submit 
suspect tar spot samples to the PPDL free of charge. “We 
need samples to confirm and also to continue to track the 
spread of tar spot,” she said. “In addition, we will be able to 
use the sample collection for future research on pathogen 
population and biology in the lab.”

Instructions for submitting a suspected tar spot sample 
can be found on the PPDL website at ppdl.purdue.edu, or by 
contacting Telenko at dtelenko@purdue.edu and 765-496-
5168.

ICMC, Purdue corn disease research 
aimed at tar spot epidemic
BY EMMA HOPKINS-O’BRIEN
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USDA grants $600,000
for ISA and Indiana State
Department of Agriculture program

I n 2011, a program called INfield Advantage was launched 
as part of a USDA National Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) grant. The project was so successful 

that it earned a second USDA-NRCS grant just last year for 
$600,000 to expand.

The purpose of the INfield Advantage program from 
the beginning was multi-pronged, facilitating farmer-to-
farmer cooperation and experimental application of new, 
conservation-minded management practices aimed at 
boosting grain producers’ bottom lines. This follow-up 
program will have the same concept, but with new trials 
farmers can participate in.

Ariel Kittle, who is a production and environment 
manager for the Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) and Indiana 
Corn Marketing Council (ICMC), works closely on INfield 
Advantage. “Once the 2011 grant was complete, there was 
so much value in it that commodity organizations and the 
Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) decided to 
partner to continue the program,” she said.

The partnership consists of ISA, ICMC, ISDA, Purdue 
Extension county offices and local Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts. Alyson Wells, Director of Production 
and Environment for ISA and ICMC, said the second round of 
the project will not only be bigger, but better.

“This program has been around for a decade, but now 
we’ve re-vamped it,” she said. “We have a new funding 
source and new focus. The core of it is still there – peer-to 
peer learning, neighbors learning from each other and trying 
new things, but it really is phase two, so now we’re offering 
different trials and different opportunities for farmers.”

Producers wanting to know what does and does not work 
on their fields in terms of conservation practices can now 
find out through INfield Advantage participation, with little 
risk to their yield. They will also be able to discuss such 
practices with peers who have tried the same methods. 
Split-field trials on small acreage can give farmers an idea 
of what practices could be of benefit to them on their own 
land, and nutrient management trials can proceed without a 
producer needing to invest in soil testing, for instance.

“Split-field trials might look at different nutrient 
management techniques,” Kittle said. “Soil health 

assessments are new to the program, along with utilizing the 
Land O’ Lakes Truterra tool.”

The Truterra Tool and Insights Engine is a software program 
that will be available to participants of INfield Advantage 
to use for data collection and analysis. “It can give farmers 
info on the fields they enrolled, agronomic and economic 
info, and on the back end, it can also give these really 
good environmental reports that show environmental and 
economic impact,” Wells said. “We can aggregate it for the 
whole program to show impacts on soil health, water quality, 
greenhouse gas, and any metrics that we want a report on.”

Such software isn’t the only technology producers in the 
program can use. Wells said Purdue Extension agents with 
UAV licenses may be deployed to testing sites to show 
producers a view of their fields from above – equipment that 
some farmers may not otherwise have access to or be able 
to afford.

Also new to INfield Advantage this time around is a keen 
focus on economic case studies and financial feasibility of 
certain conservation practices. Producers will also be offered 
$200 incentives for participating and sharing their data with 
the USDA. Wells and Kittle said the first goal in terms of 
recruitment is to enroll 200 farms in the program.

“In the past we’ve had over 400 farmers enrolled in a 
given year,” Kittle said. “We’re kind of starting over, so it’s not 
necessarily the same people that were in it before. We have 
a goal to enroll over 200 farmers in the program in the next 
two years as we’re rolling out these new trials.”

Producers enrolled in the new program can expect in-
person or perhaps virtual meetings periodically for peer-
to-peer group discussions with others in the program and 
hear presentations from various experts on benchmarks and 
other insights specific to their areas.

Though enrollment is not yet open for the upcoming 
program, producers interested in the opportunity are 
encouraged to check out the program website at www.
infieldadvantage.org

Additionally, interested growers may reach out to ISA, 
ICMC or ISDA Soil Health Program Manager and state 
coordinator of the program, Annette Manusevich, at 
AManusevich@isda.IN.gov or 317-650-9242 to learn more.

INfield Advantage program 
back by popular demand

BY EMMA HOPKINS-O’BRIEN
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O n July 17, the Upper White Cover Crop Program was 
recognized by the White River Alliance as recipient 
of the 2020 Exceptional Commitment to Watershed 

Protection Award. The program, offered by the Indiana 
Soybean Alliance (ISA), the Indiana Corn Marketing Council 
(ICMC), Beck’s Hybrids and Cargill, gives Indiana corn and 
soybean farmers in the upper White River watershed an 
opportunity to participate in a fully-funded, cover crop trial 
program this fall.

ICMC, ISA and its partners are investing to help farmers in 
the upper White River watershed to learn how to reap the 
benefits of cover crops while improving soil health and water 
quality.

“What many people don’t understand about farming is 
that it always changes,” said Hancock County, Ind. farmer 
Ronnie Mohr. “I’ve been doing this for a long time, and we are 
always looking for better ways to grow my crops. Sometimes 
those answers don’t provide an immediate return. 
Sometimes those answers are to make sure we have healthy 
farmland and top soil for years to come. In a way, that’s what 
the Upper White Cover Crop Program provides.”

The White River Alliance is comprised of local 
governments, industry, utilities, universities, agriculture and 
citizens of a 16-county region of central Indiana, and it exists 
to improve and protect water quality in the watershed. The 
Exceptional Commitment to Watershed Protection Award 
honors an individual or organization that has demonstrated 
a strong commitment to water resources and watershed 
protection.

ISA and ICMC are honored to work with strong partners 
such as Beck’s Hybrids and Cargill to encourage Hoosier 
farmers to protect their farmland for future generations.

“The Upper White Cover Crop Program offers farmers a 
long-term way to evaluate cover crops and soil health on 
their farm,” said Ryan Moore, Beck’s Small Seeds Product 
Manager. “Beck’s is proud to be part of a program that 
focuses on nutrient reduction strategies while helping 
farmers understand the benefits cover crops offer. We look 
forward to continuing this type of program in the years to 
come.”

The program helps offset the cost of planting cover crops 
and possible yield loss, but it also helps growers to see the 
future benefits.

“Cargill’s participation in the Upper White Cover Crop 
Program is driven by our strategy of connecting farmers to 
the resources they need to keep improving their operations,” 
said Sharon Spies, Director of Sustainability with the Cargill 
Agricultural Supply Chain (CASCNA). “We know that adopting 
new practices such as cover crops is a major investment and 
creates yield risk. That is why we are excited to be part of a 
program where cover crop seeds and application are free to 
the farmer and access to agronomic advice is easy.”

Cargill’s origination team in Tipton, Ind., which consists 
Kelly Pall, Bailee Cook and Dana Hubbell, concurred.

“Farmers in our area were happy to learn about this 
program, and they responded with great enthusiasm to our 
call for applications,” Pall explained. “We hope that this is 
just the first of many years of partnership with them on their 
journey to reduce nutrient runoff and optimize their use of 
nitrogen.”

Those with questions about this opportunity should 
contact ISA/ICMC Program Manager Ariel Kittle by email 
at akittle@indianasoybean.com or call 317-220-4115. For 
additional information, go online to www.keepitmidwest.com

Upper White Cover Crop Program 
earns watershed protection award
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.
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Republican
Donald Trump and Mike Pence
Trump was elected U.S. President in 2016. Prior 
to that, Trump was mostly known as a real estate 
developer and reality TV personality. Prior to being 
elected Vice President in 2016, Pence served as 
the Governor of Indiana from 2013-2017.

Democratic
Joe Biden and Kamala Harris
Biden served as a U.S. Senator from Delaware frm 
1973 to 2009. At that point he was elected Vice 
President for President Barack Obama. Harris has 
been a U.S. senator from California since 2017. She 
was the Attorney General of California from 2010-
2017.

Republican
Eric Holcomb and Suzanne Crouch
Prior to being elected Governor in 2016, 
Holcomb served as Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Gov. Mitch Daniels. He was later appointed as 
Lieutenant Governor for Gov. Pence. Crouch 
served as State Auditor from 2014-2016;before 
that she served as a State Representative.

President
(President Trump and Vice President Pence incumbent)

Democratic
Woody Myers and Linda Lawson
Myers is a physician who worked as the 
Commissioner of Health for the City of 
New York from 1990-91 and as the Health 
Commissioner of Indiana from 1985-1990. 
Lawson was a member of the Indiana House 
of Representatives, representing District 1, 
from 1998 until 2018.

Governor
(Gov. Eric Holcomb and Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch incumbent)

District 1 (Rep. Pete Visclosky,
incumbent retiring)

Democratic
Frank Mrvan
Mrvan, who is from Hammond, Ind., 
has worked as a licensed mortgage 
broker and pharmaceutical sales 
representative.

Republican
Mark Leyva
Leyva, who is from East Chicago, 
Ind., has worked as a union 
carpenter and a union steelworker.

District 2 (Rep. Walorski incumbent)

Democratic
Pat Hackett
Hackett, who is from South Bend, 
Ind., has worked as teacher, 
attorney, and civic leader.

Republican
Jackie Walorski
Walorski, who is from South 
Bend, Ind., has served as a U.S. 
Representative since being elected 
in 2012.

District 3 (Rep. Banks incumbent)

Democratic
Chip Coldiron
Coldiron, who is from Ossian, Ind., 
is a public school teacher, Army 
Veteran and a former healthcare 
worker.

Republican
Jim Banks
Banks, who is from Columbia City, 
Ind., was elected to the U.S. House 
of Representatives in 2016.

District 4 (Rep. Baird incumbent)

Democratic
Joe Mackey
Mackey, who is from Lafayette, Ind., 
has been involved in Tippecanoe 
County politics for many years and 
lost to Baird in 2018.

Republican
Jim Baird
Baird, who is a military veteran and 
a farmer from Greencastle, Ind., was 
elected in 2018 after serving in the 
Indiana House of Representatives.

District 5 (Rep. Susan Brooks,
incumbent retiring)

Democratic
Christina Hale
Hale, who is from Indianapolis, 
Ind., served in the Indiana House of 
Representatives from 2012-2016.

Republican
Victoria Spartz
Spartz, who is a farmer from 
Noblesville, Ind., has served in the 
Indiana Senate since being elected 
in 2016.

District 6 (Rep. Pence incumbent)

Democratic
Jeannine Lee Lake
Lake, who is from Muncie, Ind., is 
the editor of The Good News. She 
lost this race in 2018 to Pence.

Republican
Greg Pence
Pence, who is from Columbus, Ind., 
was elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives in 2018.

District 7 (Rep. Carson incumbent)

Democratic
Andre Carson
Carson, who is from Indianapolis, 
Ind., was first elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives in 2008.

Republican
Susan Marie Smith
Smith, who is from Indianapolis, 
Ind., worked in the Marion County 
Prosecutor’s Office for eight years.

District 8 (Rep. Bucshon incumbent)

Democratic
Thomasina Marsili
Marsili, who is from Spencer, Ind., is 
an educator, small business owner 
and nationally registered EMT.

Republican
Larry Bucshon
Bucshon, who is from Newburgh, 
Ind., is a physician, and he was first 
elected to Congress in 2010.

District 9 (Rep. Hollingsworth incumbent)

Democratic
Andy Ruff
Ruff, who is from Bloomington, 
Ind., served for 20 years on the 
Bloomington City Council.

Republican
Trey Hollingsworth
Hollingsworth, who is from 
Jeffersonville, Ind., was first elected 
to Congress in 2016.
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In an effort to educate voters, the Indiana Soybean Alliance 
and the Indiana Corn Growers Association, along with Indi-
ana AgriInstitute and Indiana Farm Bureau, presented the 

Indiana Lieutenant Governor’s Debate in mid-August. This de-
bate, which usually happens each election year at the Indiana 
State Fair, was limited due to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions. 
However, the debate was broadcast online to reach as many 
Hoosier voters as possible.

Emceed by Gerry Dick of Inside Indiana Business, the 
debate covered topics such as rural broadband Internet 
expansion, increased production of hemp, coronavirus assis-
tance programs and 
soil erosion control – 
among several others. 
The candidates include 
incumbent Republi-
can Lt. Gov. Suzanne 
Crouch, Democratic 
Party challenger Linda 
Lawson and Libertarian 
Party candidate William 
Henry.

Crouch has been in-
volved in government in the county and state level for many 
years. As Lieutenant Governor, she has supervised the Indiana 
State Department of Agriculture and its related agencies for 
the past four years. Lawson is a retired police officer from 
Lake County, who now lives in rural Brown County, Ind. Henry, 
who is from Plainfield, Ind. is relatively new to politics. He 
serves as the chairman of Indiana NORML, which stands for 
National Organization to Reform Marijuana Laws.

Crouch was pleased to talk about Gov. Eric Holcomb’s ef-
forts to expand broadband Internet service into more Hoosier 
rural communities. She said the more connectivity that rural 
Hoosiers have with the world, more economic opportunity will 
open up. “We know 21st Century agriculture is high technolo-
gy,” Crouch said. “And that is why we are investing $100 million 
to expanding broadband in rural Indiana.”

Lawson, though, said not enough has been done. She 
added that a lack rural broadband Internet service hampers 
health care and education. Without Internet access, Lawson 
said patients cannot have online appointments with physi-
cians, and Indiana students are unable to complete home-
work assignments. She said she is without Internet service at 
least three days a month in Brown County. “I can tell you that 
I need it; farmers need it and school children need it,” Law-
son said. “I don’t know how students are getting by without it 

these days. … I know the Holcomb Administration has done a 
lot in the last few years to work this problem; but for me, it’s a 
day late and a dollar short.”

Henry said deregulating Internet services providers is 
another way that government can help. “I think that we can 
possibly reduce some of the regulations for some of these 
co-ops that are laying some of this broadband out,” he said. 
“And if we do that, we can give them some relief to be able to 
put more out quickly and cover a lot more area.”

Lawson’s primary criticism of the Holcomb-Crouch leader-
ship wasn’t that they didn’t do anything, but that they didn’t do 

enough and were too slow. 
She said this has been ob-
vious through the COVID-19 
response. “I think there’s a 
lot of hog farmers out there 
who wished they had their 
animals back or would be 
able to sell them,” Lawson 
said. “They’ve had to dig 
holes and put them there. 
They haven’t gotten much 
support from the state. 

They got some, but certainly not enough.”
Crouch countered that ISDA and other state agencies 

worked to support rural businesses such as meat processing 
plants and farm equipment dealers during the pandemic. 
“Through the Office of Community and Rural Affairs, which I 
oversee, we implemented a COVID-19 Response program to 
provide assistance to our small rural communities for the chal-
lenges they were dealing with regarding COVID-19,” she said.

“The current global economy has provided many pricing 
challenges, and it has led to many anxious days that have 
been exacerbated by this pandemic. We will work to help 
alleviate these challenges by opening up new markets and 
stabilizing existing markets for Hoosier ag products. … We 
want the world to experience our Hoosier bounty, and we 
want them to pay top dollar for it.”

Henry admitted that expanding hemp production in Indiana 
was among his goals. He said Indiana recently adopted leg-
islation limiting the use of hemp flour, which comes from the 
fruit of the plant, and other hemp-related products. “Federally, 
hemp is legal,” Henry said. “If you’re giving the fruit of the plant 
away, you’re not giving any food to the people. … Cannibus is 
food first. It’s like taking away the ear of corn and giving the 
people the stalk instead.”

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 3.

ICGA, ISA sponsor debate for state’s
lieutenant governor candidates
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch William Henry Linda Lawson
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See farming clearly. 
HELPING HOOSIERS

To help educate consumers, the Indiana Soybean Alliance puts  

your checkoff dollars to work through investments like the Glass 

Barn. Located at the Indiana State Fairgrounds, the Glass Barn 

provides a hands-on educational experience for kids and adults  

alike. Open to the public during the State Fair, the Glass Barn  

also offers school field trips year round. After visiting, Hoosiers 

walk away with a better understanding of today’s modern food  

production practices and real Indiana farm life. To learn more 

or get free educational resources, visit glassbarn.org. 

FREE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INCLUDE:

Funded with Indiana soybean checkoff dollars.
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Even though the traditional Indiana State Fair did 
not occur this year, the Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) 
through its checkoff-funded Glass Barn, still engaged 
the public about agriculture through its online BeanGo 
game. Virtual BeanGo allowed consumers 
to play to win a limited-edition 2020 Glass 
Barn hat and other fun, Indiana State Fair-
themed surprises.

“The Glass Barn hat has been a tradition 
during the fair since the Barn’s inception 
in 2013,” said Joe Tuholski, ISA Board 
member and farmer from Mill Creek, 
Ind. “We had people reach out to see if 
we were offering the hats this year even 
without the fair. We are glad that we 
were be able to do so again in 2020 and 
communicate with them about modern 
farming at the same time.”

Almost 500 people participated in the virtual
BeanGo! Game, which could be found online through 

September 13.

In addition to the hat, anyone who posted a picture 
of themselves with their new hat on Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram and tagged the Glass Barn or used 
#Glassbarn was entered into a weekly drawing for a 

new Air Fryer. The drawings occurred each 
week through September, and winners 
were announced on ISA social media 
channels.

About the Glass Barn
Unveiled by Indiana’s soybean farmers 

at the 2013 Indiana State Fair, the Glass 
Barn is a popular destination for educating 
Hoosiers about soybean farming.

Using engaging displays, games and 
programs it allows visitors to learn about 

the farming life, farmers’ connections with the land and 
the technology they use to work it.

To learn more about the Glass Barn, visit
www.glassbarn.org

Limited Edition BeanGo hats remain popular without State Fair
BY HANNAH VORSILAK
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Roads and bridges in poor condition cause obstructions and detours  

that cost producers, processors and end-consumers money – not to 

mention the impact on quality of life in rural communities. The Indiana 

Soybean Alliance (ISA) and Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC)  

partner with the local agencies and invest checkoff dollars to perform 

load testing and analysis to make sure Indiana’s infrastructure can handle 

the capacity necessary to keep the state’s corn and soybeans moving. 

Visit incorn.org or indianasoybean.com to learn more.

Paving the way 
for Indiana’s farmers. 
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FINAL MECHANICAL

Paving the way
A-30412-1

Indiana Corn & 
Soybean Review

Funded with Indiana corn and soybean checkoff dollars.
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SCOTT BECK, PRESIDENT

AT THE HEART OF IT.
EVERY FARMER HAS THEIR REASON FOR WHY 
THEY DO WHAT THEY DO. FOR ME, IT’S FAITH, 
FAMILY, AND FARMING.  I CARE ABOUT HONORING 
GOD AND FULFILLING HIS PURPOSE IN MY 
LIFE, IN MY FAMILY, AND IN THE BUSINESS OF 
FARMING AND AGRICULTURE.

FARMERS AT HEART ™




